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Diſcovering .the- vanity. of thoſe 
. men, who judge the Service of God 
to be vaine.- 


Dclivered in certaine Sermons upon 
MALACHY, 3» 14, 


Being taſte of the Iabcurs of that reverend,faith 
ſaM, and holy ſervant of, God, Nicholas Stanton, ' 
M. of Arts 3 fate Preacher of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, at the Pariſh of 2 \ar7arets in 

Ipſwich, in Suffotk. 
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MALACHI, r. 10. 
Who # thire even among you that would ſhit the 
doores for noueht ? neither do ye ki de fire on mine 
Altar for nought. 


LONDON, 


[Printed for V:Uiam Weekelz, and are tobe 


ſold at his ſhop at Ipſwich, and Tohx 
Rothwell at the Signe cf the Fountare 
and Synne in Pauls Church- 
yard, 16 50» 
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The Right Worſhipfull 
the Bayliffes, Burgeiles, 
with the reft of the in- 
habitants of the 
Towne of 
IPSWICH, 


And in 
þ the Authors Chriſtian 
| Auditors. 


Worthy, and well-eſteemed friends, | 


particular, to | 


Hat generall, and 

g00d reſpec?, which | 
the author of this treatiſe, 
amongſt you, | 
whilſt he was (iving, 


hath well perſwaded us, 
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little prece of his, weuld 
be very welcome after his 
death. | 
The reſtoring of a 
dead man to life , by the 
touch of the Prophetr's 
bones,was an extraordina- 
ry, (and indeed, no lefſe 
then a mpacnlous ) put-, 
ting forth, of the power 
of God ;, and therefore , 
no ſufficient ground, for 
the common preſerving, 
(much lefſe, for the ſu- 
perſtitious adoring, ) of 
the bodily reliques,, of 
Saints departed, 
Yer we muſt needs ac- | 
know-' 


| 


manifeſtation uf the 


ee er A —"I——_—_ 


knowledge , that great 
reviving , which many 
drooping hearts, have 
found, and felt, by the 
v pirituall lines, of 
Gods faithfull ſervants, 
in workes of this nature ; | 
asit lialds forth, a fweet 


h_ of God, going a- | 
CT" "OP 

vours of his ſervants ; ſo, |, | 
15 it no leſle warrant, for 
the preſerving, and pub- 
liſhing, tuch Poſthuvtes as 
| thele, WS the au- 


Jroams being dead, doe yet [ri.u. 4.| 


ſpeake, and after a ſort) 


ont-live themſelves ; put- 
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3 | 1-11. 23, 


! oz of their Bodzes [at the 


—— 


ting alſo a kind of new 
life , into their deareſt 
friends who (being moſt 
deeply affected with 
their death, ) could have 
foundin theirhearts, to 
have ſaid with Thomas, 
( if the will of the Lord 
had beene fo,) let ws alſo 
| goe, that we may dye with 
bim : 1 ſay, the reſurre&;- 
| 0 of their [abours [be- 
| fore hand, ] (which did 
fceme to have been bu- 
| rzed with them, ) doth 
nota little revive their 
friends, and 1s next in 
comfort to the reſurre&i 


laft 


nd 
- + ame ASS 


| [laſt day, ] or to the aſſu- 


rance of the happy condi- 
tron of their Soules, in the 
meane ime. 

For this cauſe , wee 
were not a little encou- 
raged, to bring this child 
of light, inte publike 
view ; being well aflu- 
red, that all ſuch as o- 
ved the parents, will be 
very gladrto fee the face 
of it; ' And, ifit ſhould 


Es ne Ot SR 


% : 
| &, 


| happen (which is the ſad 
cale of many a poor Or- 
phan to meet with hard 
ulage, from the hands. 
and tongues of juch, as 


uſe to ſhew little kind-. 
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neſſe,cither to the [iwing, 
or to the dead 5we make 
no queſtion but that 
reat Lord Protector, | 
whole ferwice it plead s 
for, will alſo pleadfor it ; 
and (under him ) weare 
bold to commit it to 
your care, and patr 

The works ſelte; Goeaks 
munch of- che: wind; - and 


ſpirit of him, I aw; 


posdit 5 and 18-like the 
ſweet ſent of a perſuming 


Candle, which continues 


a great while after the 
Candle it ſelfe is put 
forth, and removed out 


of the roome. It is a 
worke 
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work fit for theſe times, 
wherein the eyes of too 
mans proteſlors, are ſo 


dazled with looking up to 


their priviledges, they| 


know not how to looke 
downe-to their dutzes. 
Fhe author was ( like 
Moſes ) a faithfull Ser- 
vant 1n the houſe of God ; 
and wee are perfwaded 


his maine defignewas,to 
draw Others Calſo)from 


| the waſſalage of Satan,to 


the ſervice of God; in 
which. worke, God hath 


crown'd his endeavours 


with ſo many ſeales of þis | 


miniſtery , ( as well a- 


wt 


mongſt 


Heb.1 3u2, 


AF-26.18. 


Philos. I, 


I Cor.9. 2, 
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11 Cor.15. 


| 


monglt yoar- ſelves, as in 
other places) that it wee 
ſhould bold our peace,many 
fiony hearts, ( converted 
intofleſh,and made ch1l- 
dren of Abraham, ) would 
ſpeake to the praile of 
Gods praee, in this ulcfull 
inſtrument. 

In the opening, and 
applying of this Scrip- 
ture, hee hath notably 
diſcovered, the wanity of 
thoſe men , who judgett a 


vaine thing, to ſerve God. 
It 1s moſt true, that evzll 
word's, (much more e- 
vill principles in the 


heart, } doe corrupt good | 
' manners. The 


_— 


| principles, moſt deeply 


| } [red, in their ſpirits: a- 
| [monglt the reſt, a world 
| [ot hurt 1s done, by this 


——— — 


The aGivity, or, un4- 
ctivity of men [ outward. 
ly, doth moſt certainly 
ſpring, from 7znternall 


rooted, and cloſely rivet- 


one co1101, and hurttul] 


principle in the World, 


lit 3s in waine to ſerve 


God. | 


What makes men , et- 


ther ſo deſperatly A- 


| |GHive, for the worſt » 


Maſters, or {ſo ſhametully 


| [unaGive, for the beſt;but 


' [this ſecret perſwaſcon , 


that 
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that commeth nat of bin, 
that calleth them ? 

Now, wee know,a dſ- 
eaſe, dearl y diſco: ——_ Ty 
the cauſe, 131n the high- 
| way of cure. The wil- 
dome,and(picituall skil, 
of this heavealy phy ſett- 
ar, hath much appeared 
in this kind ; wao by the 
candle of the Lord, hath 
made ſo deep ſearch into 
the privy Chambers of | 
the Soul, and molt - 
ward thoughts of men, | 
that, by the cleare dil- 
covery, of the guil, and 
ſelFdeceit of their hearts 
tn the ſervice of God, 
they 
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| ting 


'| (through Gods bleſſing) 


; ſhing thereof. 


| 


and (o 


of their wayes, 
| being made manifeſt , they 
might fall downe on their 


faces, and worſbip God, re- 
porting that God 1s in his 


' | Ordinance of a truth. 


communica- 
may 


It the 
theſe labours, 


conduce to that happy 
end, Cas, wee arc aflured 
it was the maine ayme of 


this faithfull Stevward, 


/|1n preaching of them) lo 


we hope, it ſhall be our 
uthoſt end, in the publi- 


For 


they might be through- 1. 


] y Stir af of the error 
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the ſecrets of their bearts | | 


For this cauſe,,' we de- 
ſire to bow our knees unto. 
the Father of our Lord le- 
| (795 Chriſt ; and ro begge | 
of you, that the Authors 


1 Cor.3. 6. Plantation, may be wate- 


red by your Prayers, and. 
teares allo, that God gi- 
v1ng the mcreaſe, his name 
may have the Glory, l 
all that Service, which is 
done in abedience to bis 
commands, and his poore | 
ſervants may enjoy the 


comfort, of all kis preci- | 


| 12.45. 19. | 0188 promiſes , who never 


| ſaid to the ſeed of {acob, 


| ſeeks e ye me? in vaine. | 
By the grace, and in 
the 
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thors 
vate-' 
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1 gi- | | 
name | © 
, Of | | 
ch 13 | 

d bis 


ACTI. was = PR 


the ſtrength of this God, 
wee are bold to engage 
our ſelves, firſt to the 
Lord, and then unto you 


by the will of God, 


Your Servantsfor 


Jeſus ſake, 


Matthew Lawrence, 
Robert Stansbye, 
Iſaac Baſil. 


2 Cor.8, S, 
| 445" 


| 


* 


Om: 4 100): Oo norm oEmomngs 9 + 
= wo Wm CT o—_—_ 
_ : *C-* 


— 


Pn Pp) 
$4864244, b: 
peg 
| TtotheReader. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Hou ſhalt finde, 
i Sam.14.1 8: Ab- 


T 


folog.having.no foi to 
{| keep' his "name in—re-/ 
| membrance, he ſcrup a 
1 Pillar; ' this ' Godly Au- 
: thor, ( whoſe modeſty was 


4 
, 
| 


1] far enough of from affea- 
1 tion of Printing asall know, 
1 that knew him) having no 


naturall ifſue, (though 
{piritually he brought 


I” forth | 


| 
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| 


forth many ſonnes and 
danghters unto God ) his 
 Pious Conſort (while 0. 
thers are building Sepul- 
chers to their fathers and 
Husbands) eres him this 
Pillar and Monument ; 
both for matter,& form, 
of his own providing & 
hewing +, by the help of 
| Godls ſpirit while he lived; 
s Monument more laſting 
then that of Braſle and 
Marble : It was found in 
Lis ftudly, written out with 
bis own hand (by unportu- 
nity of a friend ) for pri- 
wate uſe; but as the wine 
was found in the Clu- 
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ſter of Gra pes, and one 
{aid deſtroy it not,there 
1sa bleſling1nit ; ſo ſuch 


as ſaw it, much "W red tbe 


| borne, and never ſeene the 


| | that laſting Poſterity might | 
- || |rife up and call him ble(- 


| bis aſbes,and the true child 


publication of it ; And h1s 
Toak- fellow (it being a 


Phoenix ſpringing out of 


of ſuch 4 fickes ) a. orſt not 
(w/th the careleſſe Mo- 
ther)ſuppreſſe and ſmother 
it, but call in help , to hand 


it forth for Publike ule, | 


(which elſe had been ſtil- 


light, ) that ſo be might 


live though dead, - and 


ſed. | 
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{ple under this 


honey dropped and lay 
upon the ground, and Saul 
had kept the People by an 
Oath frgm eating ; but Jo- 


Sting thereof with the end 
of his rod, was much revi- 
ved and refreſhed,bluming 
his father for reſtraming 
the people ; ſurely the peo- 


miniſtry, were brought toa 
place of much honey, 
where the word dropped 
abundantly,and was (wee- 
ter then honey, and the 
honey-combe, wherema- 
ny a fainting and weary 
ſoule was cheered, aud com- 


nathan comming , and ta-| 


WE 


| 
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forted; | 


Yy [1 forted ; aud youthat de but 


1| ptece of hin ( who other- 


| [thou art ) that no Ananias 
' [and Sapphira-like ſpirit 
| [hath held any of it back, 


—— 


Pr —_ 


taſte ( as with the end of a 
rod )bow good and gracious 
the Lordis, by this little 


wiſe was abundant in 
labours ) will lay blame 
( ſome-where) that you are 
kept from more of it, { you 
will find ſuch ſweetneſſein 
it ) and thinke the Church 
hath wrong that ſhe wants 
any of ber treaſure ; but be 
aſſured ( Reader whoever 


but ( that which bath been 
a cauſe why the labours of| 


many 


TIE 


Gaz. 
29, 


pe 
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many godly Miniſters hawe 
been buried with them) a 
neceſſity from the cloſeneſſe 
and ſhortneſſe of hs notes 
and hand, which hawe 
made it not onely difficult, 
but almoſt ixtpoſſeble to 
Mid-wife them into the| 
world ; and if any imper- | 
feEt Copy ſhenld be thruſt 
forth, the breach be up- 
on them ; Know it comes| 
not poliſhed from the Au- 

thors pen, and is of quicker | 
delivery, then that any| 


skilful hand could come at | 


bours (together with him- 
ſelf Jarenow with the Lord, 


it. His ſpent paines and la- | 


_ fmainh, | 


—— 
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s have 


hem) a 


ſeneſe 


e notes 
have 
facult, 

le to 
to the 
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- ||| righteous judgement, thou 
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|ging truths , in plains and 
| familiar , 


| and ſhiriensl) dreſſe : and 


us 


finding (what here he hath 
taught) that his labour 
was not 1n vyaine in the 
Lord ; he was s burning 
and a ſhining light while 
he lived, a workmanthat 
needed not be aſhamed , aud 
this his work will praiſe 
him in the Gates ; #t cer- 
ries its own letters of 
commendation , 
thine eye be ſingle, to judge 


wilt find it full of beart- 


breaktng  C0N ſcience- Cox- 


and if 


vincing,and ſoule-incoura- 


( but heavenly 


while 


- 
fy 


while others are buſze i 
tying and untying knots 
ſpending time in the brab- 
bles and diſputes of thi 
tines, which tend tc 
ſtrife, rather then godh. 
neſle, this holy ſervant 0 
God, throwes out the d1- 
{purer of chis world, ans 
like a good Spic, .or Seer, 
be brings,and maintaines a 
go00d report , of the 
good old way of ſerving 
God ; And though, poſſe- 

bly, boy may not be wan- 
ting ſome, that may call 
them low and le gall thin gs, 

not ſavouring ( as they uſe 


to ſay) of the Goſpell. a 


_— 


buſte i 
knots, 
e brab 


of the ) 


1d tc 
godl! 


Vant 0 


of the 
Irving! 
poſſe- 
 wan- 
'Y call | 
vings, | 
2y uſe" 
ſpirit | 
of | 


| 


([neſſe.*but © denyed the! 
the dil 
Id, and 
r Seer, 
aines a 


of theſe times ; to ſuch w we | 
anſwer ;, as Moſes had al 
annesand Jambres; and Exg.y 
Part met with ſome, that , 
bad a forme of Godli- 


| 
E Es 
| 


> Thg.s 
& 8, 


power thereof : men of 
corrupt minds that 
withſtood the truth ; ſo 
it may now fall out : but if 
thou haſt a ſpirit of love, 
and of a ſound mind, 

and haſt been nouriſhed up 
in the words of faith, and ' Tim 46, 
of good doctrine, which | 
thou haſt. continually fol- 
|lowed, exerciſing thy ſelfe 
unto -odline fle, thou wilt 


2 Tim. 1.7. 
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eat 


mm 
—— 
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eat and bleſſe God, and 
blefſe his counſell ; thou 
| wilt fixd it very profetable, 
it if the fault. be not thine 
j; owne ; eat, and digelt the 
| roll, and let it be ſweet in 
thy belly, and deſpiſe not 
the day of {mall things ; 
pray thatthe Lord of the 
harveſt, would thruſt 
forth more ſuch labou- 
rers, and that he would 
teach, and tell thee how 
vaine all things elſe are, 
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i but toſerye God, and that 
"i godlineſſe onely is true| 


—_— 
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W:: [gaine : and if any man 
| 4 | teach otherwiſe, and con-| 
Y ſenteth| 


F will 


WELD 
| 


, and 


, thou 
fable, 
* thine 
-{t the; 
Peet in 
ſe not 
1ngs ;; 
of the: 
thruſt! 
bou- | 
would 
e how 
e are, 
d that | 
true 
2472 
{con- 


20 
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| ſenteth not to the aoctrine 
that is according to god- 


tlinctle, be zs putt up, = 


knoweth nothing, bur 
doreth about queſtions, 
and ſtrite of words, from 
whence commeth envy, 

ſtrite,railings,evil ſurmi- | 
{1ngs, 'froward dilputati-| 
ons of men of corrupt 
|minds, deſtitute of the 
cruth , which think that 
gaine 15 godlinefic,trom 
ſuch curn away. But leſt 
we unmmannerly make thee! 
ſtand too long at the door, | 


lere wee bid thee come nto/ 


the houte, we beg thy pra- | 


ateth || 


vers | 


” —— * 
© > a EL 
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yers, ant are thine inthe 


ſervice of the Goſpell. 


Matthew Lawrence, 


: 


Robert Stanſbye, 
Haac Baſil. 
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rence, 


bye, 


THE 
GOOD MASTERS 


| PLEA, 


AGAINST 
THE EVIIL SERVANTS 


| CAVILL. 


MALACHI, 3. Iq- 


Te have ſaid, it is vaine to 
ſerve God. 


| 


_— 


Y Pen man, of this 
Book, ( being the 
laſt of the firſt 
Teftament) was the Pro- 


phet Malach; 5 who was one 
| C of 


-— | 


——cS_Jws. Alt. ado 
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. | vices, and Ordinances. 


The Good Maſters Plea, 
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of thoſe ( even the laſt of 
thoſe) three Prophets, tha! 
the Lord raiſed up for the 
helpof his Church, and be: 
nefit of his people, afte 
that long and ſore captivit 
which they had been in, an 
now but newly delivere 
out of : and though the 
had been in a hot furnace, ye 
were they not purged fron 
their droſſe. There were tw 
fexnes which the Prophet 
doth now eſpecially charge 
upon them. 
I. $Slighting of Gods Ser- 


2, Cavilling at his wayes, 
and ſpeeches. 


eſpecially, in /xch a people, 
at ſuchatime: 


cted from this people:eſpeci: 


It might wel have bin expe- 


ally 


Straxge fins to be found] 
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lea, 


laſt o 
's, tha 
for th 
nd be 
, afte 
ptivit 
In, an 
1vere 
h the 
ce, YE 
Ad fron 
ere Iw 
rophet 
charge 


Is Ser- 


S, 
Nayes, 


ound, 
eople, 


| >, 4 pe* 
eſpeci: 


ally 


; 


| 4g.4inft the evil ſervants cavit. oa 


have ju/t;fiedthe Lordinall 


in holinefſe, and righteouſneſſe, 


doing God ſervice, and of- 
fering him ſacrifice, but 
have them ( now ) reſtored 
us againe, we will now dou- 
ble our diligence,time, colt, | 


allyzow,coming ſolately out 
of ſuch ſore troubles, that 
they ſhould have. laid their 


hands upon their monthes, and 


his. proceedings 3 that they! 
ſhould have been even hun- 
gry of offering Sacrifice,and 
eladat opportunity to have 
done Ged ſervice; reſolving 
after this manner ; well, ſee- 
ing the Lord hath been fo 
good tous, as #0 deliver ws, 
out of the hands of onr enemies, 
we wil reſolve, :oſerue him, 


all the remnant of our daies; 
and ſeeing we have wanted, 
our former opportunities of 


and 


CC 


— —————— —— 


_C2 


4464 ee Es EEE a Er Er rr ee ee Ie ee Es 


The Gosd Maſters Plea, 


and paines, in ſerving of 
him. | 
Theſe, and the like expreſ- 
fions, might well have been 
expected to have come from 
this people, as, from ſuch as 
come out of affiftion 3 but 
as it is nothing thus' with 
many others, ſo neither was 
it with theſe ; which were[| 
not onely ſoone weary of 
Gods ſervice themſelves, but 
(in their hearts at leaſt ) 
condemned it, as fruitleſle 
and unprofitable” for axy 0- 
thers, for which (as here) 
they are reproved ; ye have 
ſaid, it is vain to ſerve God. 
Theſe words are an an- 
{wer,totheir cavil,or a freſh 
accuſation , and reply upon 
their ſtout ſelfe-juſtificati- 
ons in the former words, 


verſe 13. What have we ſpoken 


ſo 


—_l. 
_— 


againſt the evil ſervants ca cavil, 


La. A. 4 
- — - —"- - 


ſo much againſt thee 2. Divers 
rines the - words | 
ford, —— as 1. That Gar- 


|| nal hearts are ful of proud 


cavils at Gods wayes, Mat. 
25. 24». 2. That the 
Lord takes notice what hard 
thoughts men have of him- 
lelte, and his wayes. 

ur letting them paſſe, ob- 
Gore 

That carnal hearted people 
dor judge the ſerving of God in 
exaFneſſe, jo be but a vaine 
thing ; ar the. they, account 
the true ſervice of God, tobe 
but a vaine ſervice. 

14, Ifay, carnal hearts doe 
chars ju Lye have ſaid; } 
1 did not intend to 
charge., «/ this people with 


thoſe, whoſe hearts were 
»pright with" kim, for they 
C23 eſteemed 


| this crime, nor yet. any of 


—|f 
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| in ſetving of God, ro beſo. 


eſteemed far otherwiſe of 
the ſervice of God 1 as ap- 

peared by their praCtice in 
the 16. #exſe; onely, hein- 
tended, ſuch as were in out- 
| ward covenant with him, 
who though they were | 7 

[ſrael, were not [| of | 11- 


rael : Againe, Iadde. that 
they judge theexe# ſerving 
of God to be, vaine : th 

will acknowledge a necel- 
 fity of ſerving God (take 
it in their way and fafhion) 
they will give it in charge to 
theirchildren, and ſervants, 
when they goe to bed'3, Sirs, 
have 4 careand ſetve' God, if 
you doenor ſerve OE 1 
wil tiot bleffe you; &c. Bur 
to bef0:x42, and preciſe, 


| 
i 


[tri iti Keeping of his Ordi- | 
frances,, "and IM walkine; 
| Wourne- | 


- 


ſe of 


5 ap” 
ce in| 
1 in” 


[ | C4 


—_— 


| Hoſss, ( as theſe words are 

partly expounded by thoſe 
| that follow them) this way 
| of ſerving the Lord, is every 
where ſpoken againſt by Car- 
nall hearts, as here. 71 4s 143 
to ſerve God. 

Nay,it wil beno hard thing 


{| to prove, that to ſerve God at 

[| a#;z or that the ſervice of 
God in gereral, is held by 

|| them, to be but 4 vaize thing 


and if th;- be proved, the 
other wil follow much 
more, as being included 
therein : and this1s the thing 
that I ſhal firſt endeavour, 


carnal hearts, that hereby 
they may ſee themſelves, 


| land their conditions. Trae, 


it may be they wil not be- 
leeveit, and it may be they 


for the further convidion of 


| 


tt. 


| 


doe 


egainſt the evil ſervants cavil. | br | 
monrneſully before the Lord of 


————_ 
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doe not thinke, that they | 
thinke ſo; but, they doe not | 
know their , hearts, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſaid of _ wicked 
men Pſal. 49. 11. that their 
inward theneht is {(o, and fo. 
viz. that their houſes ſhall 
continue for ever, and their 
dwelling places to all gene- 
rations, &c, — Heſeemes 
to diſtinguiſh, betweene 
thoneht and thought, an out» 
wardand ati izwardthought, 
their «ppermeſt thought, 
| thatlies next the underftan- 
ding, and'conſcience, [ and || 
| that is otherwiſe, ] but there || 
1s another thought , that lies f 
beneath and under this, whieh | 
they know not themſelves || 
ſand that is, thus, that, it 
is invaine,toſerve God. | The 
truth of this is proved from 
Tob.21.15.what is the al nigh-. 


ty, 


[not a carnal heart to be 
[found, but may be taken 
| tardy this way. 

|- The Phariſees, as {trict as 
[they were, yet lived inthe 


| required duties; and thoſe 


againſt the evil ſervants eqvil. | 
tn we ſhould ſerve him £ and 


o 


hat prefit ſhould me have, if 
Q pray to himeand from 1/ay 
53.3. wherefore have we faſted 
and thou ſeeſt it not ? where- 
fore have we afflited onr ſoule 
and tbou, takeſt no knowledge ? 
ad 1t is further cleared, 
and conh rmeg.by theſe evi 
dences,or evidenced by theſe 
particulars. | 
1. By their wilful] and total 
emiſſion of ſome known requi- 
red duties, lo (except it be 
ſome ſtrait-laced hypocrite | 
one of a thouſand ) there is 


conſtant omiſhon of known 


of the chicfeſt ſort : where- 


| 


SSP 4 g 


Cos upon | 


— EE — 


10 


| 
Mark 9+ 8. 


bargaine, doth pick, 'and 


{upon our Saviour - told 


them, that, hee things they 
enght to have done, being 
things of moſt weight. 
And that they [aid aſide 
the commanadement of God. 
As a man buying a large 


chooſe, when he comes at 
that which doth not like 
him , hee layes it afide, and 
wil none offs this is not 
good, ſaith he, I doe not 
like this. So did they, and 
fo doe all carnal hearts 3 
when a Commandement 


requiring a duty, which 
they doennt like, they. lay 
ſuch a Commandement a- 
ſide, as ifit were anruſeleſſe 
Commandement, that it were 
in vaine to obey ſuch a com- 
wandement , that either xs 


reward 


"The good Maſters Ploe, | 


from God comes . at them | 


J 
_-z 


S$ NOT | 


they wou'd alſo beleeve a 
reward for keeping «/, and | 
every one. 


again the evil ſervants caull. 


reward would come in for 
keeping that Commande- 
ment, or not er9xgh to coun- 
tervaile that paines, and 
lofle, that would follow np” 
on the keeping and obcy- 
ing of it. 

And this is evidence cleare 
enough, to prove, that in 
their hearts, they thivke, 
that the while ſervice of God 
i in- vaine; for did they 
thmke otherwiſe of the ſer- 
vice in gerzrall, they would 
thinke otherwiſe, of - the| 
ſeverall aQs, and. parts of 
the ſervice; did they really 
beleeve, thac there were re- 
ward in keeping of axy of 
Gods Commandements , 


And therefore, as he that 


breaketh | 


12 


— | 
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breaketh wilfully, and con- 
ſtantly, oze point of the Law, 
is guilty of the breach of the 
whole Law : {o, they that are 
guilty of judging the ſervice 
of the Lord vaine in any oxe 
particular, are guilty of 
Judging it ſo to be, in the 
enerall. 

They then that doe omit , 
and negled, prayer in the 
z:orning, doen their hearts 
think it in vaineto pray in 
the evening, &c. 

Others thereare, that wil 
chooſe todo things that are 
vaine, rather then be im- 
ployed in any part of Gods 
ſervice; how wil they ſpend 
their time? ſome playing, 
others ſleeping and ideling a- 
away their time , doing ei- 
ther zothing, or that, that 
is next to nothing, and worſe 


pI 


am a YH = MM EY _ ES 


then® 


[ 


againſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


O—— 


then nothing ,. rather then | 
ſerve God : 1snot thisacleer | 


caſe, that theſe people doe 
think 1t to be waize to ſerve 
God, or elſe they would not 
doe, as they doe. 

Secondly , the truth in 
hand, appeareth , by their 
ſliehty perferming of thoſe 


good for little or nothing , 


that, they brought and of- 


duties that they doe- un- 
dertake ; dealing with God 
deceitſully, as they in AGs 5. 
1. 2, andturning the Lord 
off with any thing, as theſe 
people reproved m the text; 
of whom ſee Chap. 1. 13. ye 
broweht that which was torne, 
lame, and ſich, ſaith the Lord: 
when they had a beaſt thar 
was worried, baited , and 
bitten, that it was in danger 
to miſcarry, and dye; or 


fer'd 


Mil. 1 3, 
] 


[have, thoſe that are worth 
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fer'd m ſacrifice. Yea? wil the 
Lord put us to ſuch coſt, 
and charge ? and mult we. 
of neceliity offer him fo, 
many ſacrifices ? is there no 
ſhift for it? &c. | 

Wel}, wee'l come off 2s 
good cheap as we can , he (hal 
have the very worſt wee 


leaſt to be fold, wil we of- 
fer : now their offering ſuch 
ſacrifices as theſe, ſhew'd 
that 1n their hearts they 
thought it 7: vaize to offer 
any at all 3 that they were 
butloſt, and caſtaway, for, 
had they believed that the 


Lord would have rewarded 
them for their ſervices, and 
ſatisficd them fully for their 
Sacrifices, that they ſhould 
not have been looſers by 
any thing that they had 
_ offered, 


mn — ——— 


me 
— 
— 
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Tthe reward that God wil 


| repent, givealmes, andthe 


| offered; he thoul&then have 
had the very be/* that they 
had,; knowing that the 
better any thing 1s that they 
offerto God, the greater 1: 


pive to them for it. For this 
wil make a ſoule free for 
God; As David, who know- 
| ing what a bountiful pay- 
maſter the Lotd was, would 
ot offer him ſacrifice, ef that 
which ſhould coft him nothing. 
— Why 2? Juſt thus, doe 
earnal hearts in doing the 

Lord fervice ( as theſe peo- 
ple did*in offering him ſa- 
crifice ) they bring him the 
torn, blind, and lame. 

Yea, is thereno help, but 1 
muſt doe duties heare, pray, 


like ; wel then, Il'e /5ifft as 


424i)hft the evil jervants tavil. 


2 Sam» 24] 


as wel asIcan ; if Imuft 
heare | 


=> 
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ain 1s a cleare evidence 
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heare, Tiphearatmy kiſarey 
when, I; have little elſe to 


_— 


| doe. 


| 
It I wwft give, itfhat be of 
|that which I got by.»ſary, 
| bribery, or thelike. © | 
IfI wwſt pray in my family, * 
it ſhal be the /aſ? thing I doe] 
immediately beforel goe to 
bed, being half aſleep and 
halfe awake. If I 9»? repent, 
I wil doe it when 1 am ready 
to dye, and got out of the 
world,when Ifeel the houſe 
crack, and it be ready to 
tumble dawne about my 
eares, -then wil I ſeeke out 
for another habitation : and 
ſo for other duties. 
T his js the practice of car- 
nal hearts, thus to turn the 
Lord off with the worſt, 


againſt them, that they 
Juage | 


|] [Lord, though in a 


| Judge his ſervice, to bebut 


vaine ſervice. 

Thirdly , this truth may 
be evidenced, by their weari- 
eſſe in their oy the 

ighty 
and formal manner 3 as 
this people in that place be- 
fore named , are charged 
with this very thing, ee 
have ſaid, what 4 as is 
it, and yee have ſunffed at it, 
6. 
And thus are carnal hearts 
ſooneſt wear y;though in ſome 
regard they have by far the 
leaſt canſe. 
Of all men, one would 
thinke, that zheſe people, 
ſhould not be weary of ſer- 
ving the Lord, that are at 
ſo little paines, and coſt,and 
ſo formal therein. | 
It mightrather be thought, 


lugainft the evil ſervants cavil. 


Malac.1, 
I3- 


that | 


© — 


| vice, that is of a ſpirimnal 


| the fervice of Gad) after 


ww Qu | ——— SICA | 
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doe ſo put out themſelves, 


ſervice of the Lord, that 
they, ſhould rather be weary, 
then ſuch as are ſlighty, amd 
formal therein, turning the 
Lord off with lip-labour, 
and bodily exetcife. Andit 
is true indeed, if wearinefle 
in the ſervice of God, did a- 
riſe fromthe expence of $pi- 
rits,then the godly ſhould be 
ſooner weary, then thoſe 


this is net the cauſe ofit; 
but rather, a diſ/ike ofthe 
ſervice it ſclfe, from an in- 
diſpoſition im the heart (be- 


ing carnal)to a duty, or ſer- 


nature; hence itir , thatthe 
people of God (who love 


that the people of God, which | 
and-ſpend their ſpirits in the || 


that are carzall; but, indeed, | 


— — 


_ 


———. — 


F 


againſt the evil ſervant! eavil. 


|| fach time as they have been 
| in the dn- | 
Lies ofhis ſervice, and have 


much with G 


both wearyed their bodies, 
and waſted their Rrength 


[and ſpirits, yet de/zghting in 


the Law, ard Service's} God 


| | after the imnerman , are not 


yet ney of the duty or fer- | 
vice it ſe 


Vice fe, but with that 
they had freſh ffrength and 
Spirits, Foritis one thing, 
to be wedty in the ſervice of 
God, and another thing to 


| [be weaty of the fervice of 


"The /# may befall 
The #r/# may befatl 2 gre- 
17014 4:46 er child of Ged, 


butthe /+t/eri5 the property 


ofthoſe that are Onely car- 


nal; 

And agzine, there-is much 
differegce betweene that 
weariſomnefſe, that ariſeth 


from 


— - 


4 
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from inabilities to hold oat 


ſervice, and that which; 
ſpringeth-from a di//iks of 
theduty or ſervice itſelfe; 
both inthe affe@Tions, from 
that contrariety that 1s: 1n 
the heart ( being carnal)to 


thoughss of loſing jtslabour, 
and ſo being in yaine. 
The'carnal heart is wea- 
ry of the ſeryice of God in; 
|this /aſf manner, as wel 83 
[ia-the [fr/#.; and that upge 


by the.-truth in hand is evi- 
denced. 3 4 «1043 


any longer 1n_the duty or| 


| the duty or ſervice ( as ſpt- | 
ritual,) as alſo,;inthe judge-1 
teert, From ſecret feares and | 


- 
—_ 


this tat ground alſo, where- | 


| Fourthly, it is clearl 
| evidenced: that they think 
the ſervice of God in vaine. 
| By thoſe baſe. and: hard 
thoughts 


—_—uvt— 
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thoughts which they ſecretly 


againſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


harbour, of ſuch as' ſerve 
God wore, and better then 
themſelves ; this is athing, 
very commonly found in 
carnal hearts, (and who wil 
ſerve God a /ittle) to be bit- 
ter in cenſuring of them that 
ſerve him »:«ch, thoſe that 
keep their times\and go their 
pace and are of their Laſt 
and ftraine, they can like 
wel enough. 

But ſuch as exceed them , 
they ſuſpect for #90-much 
niceneſſe 5 what 2 wil not 
common Prayers pleaſe 
them? but they muſt have 
conceived Prayer ? wil not 
praying with others, and in 
the family ſuffice ? but they 
muſt Pray alone, andin their 
cloſets ? wil not exe Sermon 


aday content them ? but! 
_they 


Pe EET 


they muſthear a2 day long? 


| nd profitable to ſerve God a 
[/ittle, then it would follow 
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arenet Sermons onthe 
Suuday. (afficient, but they 
mult run to Sermons, and 
LeQuresiin the-week too: 
&c., Thus condemwing the 
generation of the righteous, 
and ſuch as are better then 
themſelves. 

Theſc thoughts and ſpee- 
ches proceed from carnal 
heatts, which conceive in 
themſelves, thatthe ſervice 


vaine : for, if they did really: 
beleeve, that it were good, 


even/by the rule of common 
reaſon, that it is much bet- 
ter to ſerve him ore, and 
ſo ſtill the rore, the better. 


Take a man which belee- 
veth, that ſuch a worke. or 


Trad | 


.of God is altogether i»| 


mn >» _ & 8" os, ee #3 Aa 8A <4 -A #® £c$*$v- 1»: 
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againſt the evil Jervants cevil. 
| Trade is gains{ull, and profi- 
table, though he him/elfe 


{doe; but wil blefſe them and 


1]1&Cc. 


{table worke, and wil bring 


cannot work , or carnethat 
way, byreaſoo of age, or 
inkrmities, yet wil not hee 
condemae thoſe thatcan,and 


their condition;zwiſhing that 
he were in the ſame, .him- 
ſelf. Alas (faith he YTam 
grown old, my fight -and| 
ſtrength decayes, that my 
work is gone, I can. make no 
earnings but loſe my time, 


Oh, but ſuch, orſueh, 
they are happy, for they can 
work, and carne; Iam glad 
that others can, though 7 
cannot ; but I weuld I could 
work, for I know it isproh- 


in great advantage to him 
that labours init, whereas 


_ another, 


— .u__ 


_ 
a 


- 
another, it may be, ſlights|| & 
that work, and trade, and] ,, 
condemnes ther of folly ,| 


that follow it moſt: and all], 


| The ood Maſters Plea, © 


| out ofjgnorance, and that, | ., 


becauſe they thinke it, to beſ fu 
but labour in vaine. Thus itÞ;þ 
is concerning the ſervice off . 
the Lord, and the trade off 4; 
godlineſſe, thoſe that arefſ 4, 
truly godly wil rejoyce that gf 
others ſerve God,and can dof kr 
it better then themſelves. Ito 
ama poore Ignorant crea-f hy 
ture, a dwarte and a nurliog | ſp; 
and grow very lowly, but] xs 
am glad to ſee others grow : || thi 
wy Spirit is ſtraitned, and] be 
bound up, but others arefthi 
large hearted for God, and || the 
God lets out himſelfe to o-|] T 
thers , though he be a ſtran- || D& 
gerte wy Soule; I ambard}}G-; 
hearted, and cannot mourn ||nal 


pe 


for 


# 


Ee 


I 4g.ci2ft the evil ſervants cavil. [ | 


hts}]| for my ewn, or others ſins; 
Bd} and for the afflictions of 
y {| Gods Church, and people ; 
all] which I, oughtto doe, but | 
at, | cannot z- Oh, but ſuch, Or 
bef ſuch, they can doe theſe 
$1tÞ things; wel: blefſed be God, 
* OfFl amglad that any body can 
off doe thus, Oh ! that F could 
are doſotoo;this 1s an evidence 
hat | of a gratious heart , that 
dof knowes the ſervice of God | 

l]to be a profitable ſervice; 
ea-f but on the contrary, ſuch as 
10g | ſpeak , or think otherwiſe, | 
it I fas formerly was ſaid, they 
W : || think the ſervice of God to 
nd || be. but « v4ire; ſervice, and | 
arefthis doth clearly evidence | 
ind || their hearts to be but car»1ll. | 
d 0-]] Thus for the proofe of the 
an- || Doftrine, now follow the 
ard | Grounds of Rexſons,why car- 
Irn [nal hearts doe Judge the 
for D ſervice 


— 
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ſervice of God to be but vaine. 
The firſt is , becauſe they 
make - queſtion, whetherf |, 
there be any ſuch Lord tof | 
ſerveorno, for (as 7/al.14.||, 
I. The foole hath ſaid inh#||| 
heart there is ns God, 10) ma+||/ 
ny ſuch there be even a{|; 
mongft us, who though theyſ[;; 
doe not verbally deny it, yet|| 
they doe mot really and cor{|q 
dially beleeve it ; forthough]|;+ 
this be one of thoſe wor all} ;; 
principles that are enagravea|| ,; 
upon the heart of man byſ| he 
nature, which can never be ;y, 
utterly blotted ont , yet (afſ| m; 
others,ſo) this lies up as he 
dead principle in the Soulef an, 
and ftirs litcle till it be enf the 
livened ; and then, they ;x; 
making queſtion, whetheq &/; 
there be ſuch a God to ſerdtry 
orno, no marvaile though Pri 


the 


agtinſt the evil ſervants eavil. | 


4 | ſelves with Knives aud Lan 


they judge, and condemne 
the ſervice of that God 10 be itt 
vain, when the werfhippers 
of Baal ſpent much time, and 
paines in praying, offrigg of 
faeritice, and covftiwe then 


cers, and continued thus do» 
ing all the day , from -0#- 
ting till noone, and from 
noone till 2;ght , the Prophet 
that ſtood by, mockt at them, 
and derided them ; andthe 
reeſorr why he did ſo, was, 
becauſe he knew that there 
was no ſuch God, as they fee- 
med to ſerve, none ſuch to 
hear,and help, as they call'd 
and cried unto ; and that 
therefore what they did was 
in vaine. Now that which 
Elijahthe true ſervant of the | 
trae God, did - ro thoſe 
Prieſts, ſervants, and wor- | 


D2 ſhippers 


tt. 4 


| 
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Ghippers of Baal : the fer- 
yants of Baal, ofthe world 
and finne, doe to the ſer- 
vants of the irve God, and 
that upon the ſelfe [ame 
ground ( though they be mi: 
ſtaken.) When theſe car- 
nall hearted creatures, and 
atheiſticall ſpirits, look up- 
on the faithfull /ervants of 
God, and ſee what time 
they ſpend, and what paines 
they take, inthe ſervice of 
the Lord, calling and crying 
to the Lord by fervent 
Prayer, cuttine, T meane 
rending and tearing thev 
hearts, by repentance, and hu 


mliation : and that ſolong, 
and conftantly from th 


morning of their youth, tc 
the z00n tide of their mar 
hood, and from the noone 
tide of tacir middle age, til 
the 


—_—_ 


— 
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theevening of their life, 8. 
where c:2rnall hearts behold 
thete things ( I ſay) they ſe» 
creetly mack at the ſervants: 
of God, ' for doing thus, ay 


1-1] thinking 1n their hearts, that 
1] their /abozr 1s but /oſt, and in 


vaine; becauſe they make 
queſtion whether there be 
any ſuch God to ſerveorno, 
which if there were not; 
then it were ix v4ine indeed, 
and though there be, yet 
they queſtioning the trwth 
of it, theſe things muſtneeds 
leeme ix vaine to them. 
Secondly They thinke the 


|| ſervice of the Lord to bes 
vaine ſervice, becauſe tis 7 | 
viintothem, they are never 


the better for any of Gods 


body elſe 3s ;, they get nothing 
D 3 at 


| 1eainſt the evil ſervants cavil. | 


ſervice, whichthey doe,and 
| | therefore they think that #o 


2 Reaſon. 


29 


ms 
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at the t«b/e of the Lord, nor 
at the throne ofgrace, but 
come away asdead hearted, 
with their corruptions as 
ſtropg, and they continuing 
as ignorant of the myſteries 
of Chriſt and life, and as un- 
able to pray, ordoe God a- 
fy ſervyice, as formerly ; and 
therefore it being thus with 
thew, they thinke, it #thus 
with every body elſe, yea,that 
there is no ſuch good, as men 
(peake of, to be gotten in a+ 
ny part of Gods ſervice. And 
the truth is, they dere do n0 
otherwiſe, then give enter- 
tainement, totheſe kind of 
thoughts { being ſuggeſted 
rothem by Satan) hereby to 
prevent that condemming ſen 
texce, which their own conſci- 
ewcer, 'would be ready to 


a 


palle upon them, for their 


HA | 
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| | of God 1t ſelfe. 


a 
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againſt the evil ſervants eavil. 


nnaprofitablencſſe in Gods ſer- 
vice. For ſhould they ad- 
mitofthisfora truth, that 
there were /o much goodto be 
got in duties, and ordi- 
nances, then would conſci- 


-J| exce be upon them, and de- 
mand why they do then get | 


uo #tore good thereby, and fo 
make them ca'l into queſtt- 
on the truth , and upright- 
netic of their b8arts, and the 
naryer of their performing 
duties, and doing of God 
ſervice; Whichto prevent, 
2s alſoto ſave themſelvesin 
the eſteerve of others (fo farre 
as they can) they caſtthis 
imputation, upon the ſervice 
As it is the 
prattice of fome ſervants, 
that having waſted their 
wages by ſome riotous eour- 
ſes, or ſecret haunts of ex- 
D 4 pence, 


Sinmal. 


—__——_—_— 


The good Maſters Plea, | 4g 


pence, to ſave their credits| , 
with their friends, and ſuch} | fa 
as would elſe be ready to tt 


tax them, forall 746 we the 


in comming away.without| /o 


clothes on their backs, orf 


| 


money 1n their purſe, they, | 


to ſave their credit, -and a- 
void blame, unjuſtly accuſe, 
that ſervicethey dwelt in, & 
ſay that it is a ſtroying and 
waſting fervice, [ much 
work,and little wages, ]that 
there 1: nothing to be gotten 
init, and thelike; thinking 
thereby, to ſcape free from 
blame, which (tis true)they 


| may doe, with hoſe that 


know Not the ſervice, but 
not with thoſe that know 
how good and- profitable a 
ſerviceit'is. - | 

T hus doe carnal! hearts, 
with the ferviceof God , and 
the 


tt 


'a, 


— 


| 1gainſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


ate rheduries ofit,thioking,and 
uch| ſaying, it 13 but 94zxe,to ſave 


y tof 
Iry,| 


| themſelves; and whereas, 
they cainnotdeny , but that 


out | ove others, doe thrive, and 
or 
| themſelves, they will not ac- 


| 


| grow better, and more then 


knowledge this, to be, from 
the duties of Gods ſervice, 
but rather from ſoxze other 
thing : 2s for inſtance, when 
they lee others grow in 
knowledge, and parts, 
whilſt themſelves remaine, 
ſti] groſlely 1gnoranr, they 
will not acknowledge, that 
they got this, by atteading 
upon the meanc s, and ordi- 
nances, but ra ther imputeit, 
tO go0d education, to the 
'ftreneth oft their »: 'mories, 
and othec abilities of their 
Wn > when they lee others 
have gotten power over 
Ds their 
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their paſſions, and corrup- 
tions, whilſt they remaine 
ſtill hare-braind,and furious 
upon every {light oceafion, 
that the wagging of a (traw, 
will make them off the} 
hookes, and make them lit- 
tle better then Bedlams, 
they will not aſcribe any 
ſuch grace, tobe power re- 
ceived from Jeſws Chriſt, 
through any erdinaxce , but 
rather to the gdodneſſe of 
their natures, Oh, they are of 
a more #2i/de diſpoſition then 
Tam of, 25 nature ls haſty, 1 
cannot help it, &c.— Nay, 
rather then they will take 
ſhame to themſelves, they 
wil lay the blame upon God, 
if for want of atrue change 
in the heart, they remaine 
without the ſpirit of God, 
and the ſpitit of mp 
taat 


— 


of carnall peoples Judging 
[| thus of the /ervice of God, as 
([ifit were 7# vaire, is, be- 
[| cauſe they ſee many of thoſe, 


ag PF nſt the editſeroents eavil, 


that rhey are ftill children, 
and babes, & cannot ſpeak in 
Prayer, further then what 
they' have gotten from 0- 
thers; then wil they ex-»ſe 
themſelves, and ſay, that God 
doth not give the ſpirit of 
Prayer to every one alike; 
not confadering that prozr/e, 
of Gods giving his holy ſpt- 
rit, to them that aske it, 
meaning aright ; it is gran- 


ted, that he doth nt give zt | 
| «like to al] his people, but 
yet he gives it ſo to af, asit 


will be quickly di/cernebleto 
them that have it, even this 
way , as many other wayes | 
beſide. 

A third groundor reaſon 


3 Reaſon. 


very | 


mms 
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very n:eligent, and careletile 
herein , whom they much ads 
mire ;. great ones, and lear- 
ned ones, whom they Judge 
to be ſo wiſe, that they can- 
not be thus miſtaken... 
And therefore, when they 
ſee them careleſſe in the du- 
ties of Gods ſervice, that 
either they uſe zo prayer,nor 
duties in their families, or 
but Seldome, or it congantly. 
_ but | in a //ighty formal! 
5 (lo for hearing the 
nent and other duties, &c.) 
| They begin tothinke,ſurely, 
theſe things arenot ſo need- 
full, this ſame ſerving of 
Godin this manner, 1s not 
ſo profitable, for it it were, 
certainly ſuch and ſuch /ear- 
ned men and great Scholers, 
(that ſhould know better 
what belong to it then ſo,) 
they 


-— 


—— 
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ppogerns rhe evil [oat cavil. 


 would'tiot emit' theſe things 
as they dee: :- thus as the A- 
poltle faithof them in 7zde, 
that they had ſome mens 
perſons in admiration, 10 
ſome mens Jrdgements, and 
PraFices, are hid in admira- 
tiow, and: followed as uner- 
ring patterns,and the judge” 
ments, and examples of theſe 
men, are more tothgm.,then 
all the precepts of God, not 
conſidering that of the A- 
poſtle 1 Cor. 1.26. not many 
wiſe, or great, or noble,are cal 
led, 

The fourth Reaſon, why 
carnall hearts Judge the /c r= 
vice of God a viine ſervive- 18, 
becauſe, the Lord doth ma+ 
ny times deferre the paying of 
his ſervants Wages, for the 
ſervice which they do, for 
him, till afterwards. — 

God 


| 


| Ts good Maſters Plea, 


_— 


God doth not give them 
outward proſperity, - it may: 


| cauſe as his Kingdome, 3s not 
of thx world, ſoneither fhall 
his ſervants live, as 1aa 


| Kingdome here; nay, it may 


be, they attaine not, to that 
inwardjoy,and peace, which 


they expet, and ſhall bee 


ſureof,, at laſt; together, 
with other parts,of their re- 


capable of, whil'ſt they are 
here, onely, they muſt ſtay, 


Mat,20. | &y, till night 5 {o they for 
| their reward till death. 


as thoſe labonrers for their pen= 


Now carnall people, ſee- 


be at all;:and no marvell, be: | 


| 


ward; which they are nn-| 


ing nothing comming in , ha- 
ving #9 Bird in their hand, 
and wanting faith, to be- 
lieve, and patience to waite, 
give it over,as /abourloſt, and 


——_— 


— 


paines to no purpole, that 
is taken in this ſervice, like 
as in their own doing ſer- 
vice, tothe Devill, becauſe 
when they have /xxed,, and 
Godis ſo patient, as not to 
re-prove and punith them, for 
the preſent they think hee 
never Will; ſoin the doing of 
good, and ſerving the Lord, 
they think, becauſe it is not 
rewarded for the preſent , 
therefore it ever will, 
though yet the Lord bath 
bound himſelfe , by many 
promiſes, to reward them ; 
which bond: are good debts, 
and the Chriſtians reverſ#+ 
6s, Which are better then 
the worldlings poſſeſſtors. 
But here comes an obje&#:- 
01, 1n the way , which muſt 
be removed , before we can 
proceed any further ; thus 


againſt the evil ſervants cavil. | 


Plal. 59; 


Obj. * 


ſome, 


A aſt . 


' erounas,and reaſons, of their 
doing God ſome work, and 
ſervice, though yet 1a their 
hearts they think 1t tobein 
vaine, I will inſtance in two; 
the oneis, that they are haled 


| 


| 


| work, pray, preach, heare, 


| 


labour. 


The good Maſters Plea, | 


ſome, may ſay , if ſo many | 
doe think, the ſervice of; 
Godto be in vaine, as you; 
ſay doe, whythen doe any, 
that are thus natural], and 
carnal}, keep Gods ſervice, | 
or doe him any work at all © 
you will grant, that many; 
which are naturall, and car-| 
ral, yet doe much of Gods, 


6c. 

And if they thought, that 
all which they did, werein 
v1ine, ſurely, they would 
not doe, as they do, toloſe 


I an{wer, there aredivers 


—— 


and} 


: 
} 


P gainſt the evil ſervants cavil. | 


and forced hereunto, and 
that they can do no lefle; 
ether, the exa-ples of o- 


thers, or a habit, gotten by 
practice, or powerfull ord;- 
nances, making way, and 
work,for an inlightned con- 
ſcience, notquite benum'd, 
they are hereby, forced up- 
on that ſervice, of God, 
which of themſelves, they 
havenoloveunto 3 As tws 
men, that are friends, dwell 
together, the oveof them, 
having much work to doe, 
calls to the other, to come 
and helpe, happily he will 
not goe himſelf, but ſends 


in his 24,7, now this man, 
yoes to work,not out of any 
love to him , that he goes to 


work withall,nor yet out of | 
any hope, to be the better 
for working with him , for 


he 


Simul. 
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| he is agreed with his own| 


Maſter, and ſo. therefore 


fooks upen all other work 


2s ir: vaine, onely, yet he 
goes, as /ert by his own ma- 
ſter, and fo works for the o- 


even ſoitis here, God and 
conſcience are two friewds,and 
God having work to doe, 
Prayers to make, Sermons 


' {to Preach, -and heare, oraft- 


flictions to ſuffer, &c. cou- 


ſcience, that, being Gods 


friend, ſends in its #22 (for 
many a manis more ſeryant 
to his conſcrexce then he is to 
God) and he falls to this 
work , yet looking upon it 
as in vaine, and yet can doe 


| 


| | to which he is x Servant,and 


zo leſſethen goe, and work, 
being /ext, and forced by 
the power of his conſcience, 


not. 


II On Og 


ther, and dare doe no; leſle;| 


—{ 


het. tid 
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againſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


not to Ged, though yet hee 
| | doth his werke. And thereis 
rk|| | many a man that if hisown 
he || | Maſter ( conſcience) would 
2- || [let him «/oxe, that he could 
0-|| |be quiet, would not do half 
ez} {ſo much of Gods work, as 
1d |] [now he doth. But when he 
1d || [goes to bed, like a beaſt, or 
e, || |abroad inthe morning with- 
ns || [out prayer, conſcience [tuttes 
f- || | his Pillow with Pricks, and 
v- [| [doth ſo hzJe, gaule him,and 
1; || | diſeaſe him, that he cannot 
Yr [| |bequiet, but itdoggs him, 
it || | and there it baites him; thou 
o || | haſt: not beene at prayer, 
is || | how dar'ſt thou make ſuch 
it || [adventures as thou doſt ? 
e || | how can't” thou look to bee 
kept, or bleſt without ſee- 
king God ? &c. Hereup- 
on, he falls to work, and then 
conſcience is quiet, and g1- 
ti]! ving [ 


C———_—_ 


The good Maſters Plea , 


"0 


ving him, a little curſed 
peace, he 1s quiet too, and 
this wages he hath from his 
conſcience, forthe work, and 
duties which hedoth xz but 
as for any reward from God, 
he hath no ground, tolooke 
for any, and yet doth, what 
be doth, upon this ground. 
I grant the beſt of Gods fer- 
vants are bound to hearken 
to the voyce of conſcience, 


but wicked men are more 


driven by the lafh and ac- 
cuſation of conſcience, then 
drawn. to duty by the light 
thereof. 


Theother ground, ofthis 
theirdoing God ſome work, 
though yer in their hearts, 


|they think that ſervice of 


God to be in vaire, is this : 
They do it, to make ſure 


xxcertainties : for though 


_ -# (for]| 


——__ OO mrmmm 
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againſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


(for their own parts)they be 
ſetled in the thoughts, and 
reſolutions, of theſe things, 
and think, and ſay, as the 
Scripture ſajes of them, that 
there is zo God, or that his 
ſervice 3s in vaine, &c. 

Yet, either by ſome po- 
werfull Sermon, or upon the 
generall acknowledgement 
of the contrary, by others,or 
happily, upon the behol- 
ding, of ſome of Gods people, 
and their carriage, in fick- 
neſle, and at the approaches 
ofdeath, how comfortably 
they lay, and how confident 
they were, ofa liberal! re- 


[ward for their ſerving of 


God, &c. Having alſo ſome 
taſt, and the firft fruits of it 
already : theſe things mzke 
thele people begin fo our, 


| 


and queſtion, what before. 
| ' _ they 


—_—— 


i The goodMaſters Plea, 
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they ſeemed reſolved of, that 
many a man comes away, 
fighing, aud ſaying, within 
himſelfs, well, [ am affraid, 
that if this were »»y condit1- 
en. thar death were com- 
ming fore, and 7 were un- 
der the hand of God. and ſo 
near y end, as ſuch a one 1s, 
I ſhould not beſo comforta- 
bleas he1s, but thzt F fhould 
lyelike'a wild Bul in a net, tul 
of the fury of the Lord,and 
beat my wits end ; & there- 
fore it may be, that have 
been #:iſt aker,all this while; 
and forall hs there way be a 
God, and there may be ſome 
reward 1n ſerving of him, &c. 
and hereupon, he reſulves 
todo ſomething in Gods ſer- 


vice; well, I will refolve, to 
pray, hear, &c, Morethen I | 
havedone, that zi/there be a 


G od, 


| 


yet this man hearing, how 


againſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


God,and there be any reward 
for his ſervice, I may have 
ſomething in the Bank, and a 
comming; — thus thinking 
to 224ke /are, however things 
OE. 
As you ſhall have ſome 
ignorant hide-bound Cour 
treyman,that, having no sk1l, 
ROr Experience In Seaaf- 
faires, and adventures into 
forraigne parts, and new 
plantations, 1s quite againft 
ſuch kind of trading , when 
the ſhip goes out, he gives it 
for loſt, and all that 1s ven- 
tured init, ſecretly coadem- 
ming them for foZy, | at 


leaſt.) that have nothing to] 


doe with their moneys, but 
to make ſuch deſperate 
vertures Of it, as theſes and 


Simul, 


ſuch aone, and ſuch a one,] 
by 


emma. 


and that labour as loſt, that 


by patting in a ſtock of mo+ 
aey, and imploying it that 
way, were great g4:ners, an 

and made men for ever,: as 
they fay; this man at length, 
and 1n time, may be brought 
to make ſome werture him: 
ſelfe that way 3 reaſoning 
thus ; well, though I have no 
minde that way, yet Icare 
not, if I venture ſomething 
at Sea, &c. It may tethe 
fhip may retura, and ſome 
profit zza4y come by it, that 
ifit doth prove ſo, I may 
be the better,'and ſave ſome: 
thing, but he will not ven- 
ture ,/o »z#ch as ſhall undoe 
him, if it ſhould miſcarry, 
but what he can ealily ſpare; 
Soltis here, carnall hearts 
though they Judge thus of 


the ſervice of God, as waine; 


The good Maſters Ples, | 


na aulins * 


Is 


—_ mt 


— 


| 


[do ſomething tor God, think- 


4pinſt the evil ſervmnts cavil. 


is taken therein ; yet percet- 
ving (as before was ſaid); 
what others, have got there- 
by, are hereby brought, to 


Ing, that if there be a Ged, 
and it be ot in vaie to ſerve 
him, that ſomethine may 
comein, ia an evill day; 
being ſo fwple asnot to con: 
lider, that God will be ſer- 
ved aripht for the m2anner,as 
well as for the matier : nei- 
ther will they venture »wnch 
for GoJ, to part with a7 for 
the Pearle, but onely venture 


lo farre , as tO provide for 
themſclves, how they may : 


{be happy (as they thinke) : 


without any thtng comming | 
in, this way. 


The firlt uſe of this Do- | Is, 
| 


trine, is, for Information . 
and that in many particulars, | 
EK firft; 
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Firſt ; 3 It informes us, of 
the reaſon, why the Lord 
hath mo wore ſervants, tO 
wait upon him, and doe his 
worke. The world, and ſn, 
bave abundance, but the 
Lord very few ; eſpecially of 
thoſe that will wear an 5s 
tire coat without ſeame, or | 
that will venture npon any | 
| hot piece of ſervice,if they be 
| putuponit; hereis the true 
| ground of it, thcy doubt 
| whether the ſervice of God, 


| 


whether there be, as good 
wages, to be had, for doing 
of Gods work, as they have, 
from thoſe Maſters, whom! 
| 120 ] they ſerve, and 
whoſe worke they do. 
Secondly, 7t informs vs, 
of the ground , of fo _ 


| lukewarmwe(/? , and in \diffe* 
FEDCY, 


* a CO a -” =_— 


'benota wvaine ſervice, and pe: 


4g.cinſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


rency as 1518 many that are, 
or ſeeme to be, the ſervants 
of God ; why ? they fnbber 
over the Lords work , and 
areſo ſlighty inhis ſervice, 
offering him ſacrifice , of that 
which doth coſt them little , or 


nothing 3 as1n praying, hea- 
ring, and the like ; asifit 
wereno great matter , whe- 
ther they prayed , or not 
prayed, whether they 
heard, or not heard, whe- 
ther they ſtood, and ap- 
peared for God, or dillem- 
bled it ; eſpecially,ifit come 
to this,that they cannot fol- 


| 


low, and ſerve God, butit 
muſt coſt them dear. 
Indeed, many can be cor.- | 


j|tent to keep Gods ſervice, | 


doe Gods work, and pro- | 

teſle religion, ſo long as this ! 

profeilion, and ſervice, will | 
E 2 maine 


rm. 


—— _ 
dt. tt 


Siml. 


|dits, liberties, or lives, then 


' en, | if they ſhould diſburſe 
' ſo much for God, and in his 


| 


The Good Maſters Plea, 
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maintaine them 5 but if 1t 
cemes to this, that they 
mult mainteine their ſervice, 


and+ they cannot profeſle, ||| 


and follow God , but it will; 
coſt them their eſtates , cre- 


they ſhrinke : and here's the 
reaſon, they makea queſt: 


ſervice ] whether ever they 
ſhould ſee their own again, 
and not be loſers, by the 
bargaine. This © makes 


them ſo backward to enter 
xpon ſome worke, that God. 
putsthem upon,and /o /{zgh-| 
ty in that which they doe, 
T hat asthey that work for 
bad pay- Maſters, when their, 
work is faulted, are ready to: 
anſwer, why ? tis even well 
enough, unlefſe I were like! 
to; 


to be puid betterfor it, then 
Tam; lo doe they here; ſu- 
lpeting the ſervice of God, 


[| for a vain ſervice,they think 


the work done init, to bee 
well enonz/) , how ſlighty (o- 
ever;/Wi1erea?,; did they be» 
lizve otherwiſe, and the 
truth of thoſe promiſes of 
God . far his bountifull re- 
warding of ſuch as are his 
ſervants, 1t- would make 
them fruitful, and painful 
in his ſervice. 

[Thirdly;It i=formes as,of 


| |the ground, of ſo 'much 4- 
| |poſfacy, and backſliding 


from God, why ſo many of 
his diſciples, end ſervents go a- 
way,and fall off daily; Yea 


| | many: ancient ſtanding pro- 


teſlors, that ſeemed to have 


| | been good, and faithfull ſer- 


vants,and to have done God 


: , 
k On 


_E3 much 
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| 


1 Cor.15» 
58. 
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after a long time, they car- 
ry the Lord his livery home 
againe, and will weare it no 
longer, norfollow him any 
further , but arenow for a 
new Maſter, and thatſuch a 
vne 28 the times will ſerve 
them to follow, and ſerve 
without danger. The 
ground hereef, is clearly 
this, they thinke to mend 
themſelves, and to take a 
courſe,that will be wore pro 
fitable, them this ſervice 
would- be, if they ſhould 
continue 1t. | 

But as Moſes , endured 
many, and great afflictions, 
feeing him | by faith ] whos 
-invifibleto lence 5 fo, had 
people hearts, and faith to 
beieeve the truth of Gods 


promiles, aod the profita- 
bleneſſe 
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much good work;yet (ow)! 


the world could not beable 
to hirethem out of it, nor a- 

ny thinz in it beat them off, 
or any whit diſcourage 
them. But I would earnett- 
ly deſire theſe people, that 
are backeſliders from God, 

to Confider, how wonder- 
tully they provoke the Lord 
to difpleaſure, who thus 
turne their backs upon him, 

and give over his {zrvice : 

and indeed, there 1s juſt 
cauſe, that the Lord fhould” 
be ſore diſpleaſed: For ſuch 
a one proclaimes to all the 
world ( in effe&t) that hee 
hath found a better ſervice 
then the Lord's ; and that it 
is better to ſerve ſenne, the 
world, and the Devil}, then 
to ſerve God; and doth, as 
it he ſhould ſay; well friezdsr 


E 4 


| 


— 
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heare | 
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heare me, and know my 


judgement, Tire was, when 
[{ was a ſlave to my luſt, 
the world, and had no; 


eart, to any of the duties | 
of God's ſervice, I never 
cared for prayer, the word, 
nor any ſuch thing 3; and ſo 
[ ſpent my twenty, or thirty 
firſtyeares; And afterward, 
( Tknow not how) going to! 
ſucha place, where there, 
wasa Sermon, I could not 
chooſe but goe in, and in; 


0 
hearing my conſcience be-| 


ing much ſtird ) I was 
brought to take another 
courſe, and then I gave my 
ſelfe to pray, heare, read, 

and the like, and to pro-| 
tefle religion; and thus I 

have held thus many years; 
So that I have tr zed both m4- 


ſters, and rode toth ſervi-: 


ces; 
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ect; :and now-.I preclaimeto 
allthe world:, that I judge, 
the ſervice of 7, and of the 
Devill, to bebetter then the 
Lord's ſervice. ; for I thinke 
this,to be but avaizre ſervice; 
aciditherefore, leave it,and 
tyrne(as I hope)to mend my 
ſelfe.. Now mult not the 


i//,'atthe hands of /#ch, as 
thall thus diſþparage his ſer- 
vice in this manrer. 

The /zcoxd.ule 15 for re- 
praofe. Firft, to ſuch as not 
onely think thus, that the 
lervice of God 1: in vaine, 
that a man 13 never the bet» 
ter for it, but judge it lo evidl, 
and conceive a man is much 
the worſe; as thoſe 1n 7oſbna, 
to whom 7zt ſeemed evill tv 
ſerve the Lord;{o ſome thinks 
that ſuch as give themſelves 


E s to 


i —_ 


Lord needs, take this v2ry | 


Ve 2. Of 


reproofe, 


| 


| 


| 
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to pray, and .mourne for 
their fins, that are xealous 
for God, and forwardia the 
profefion of religion are 
the worſe 3 worſe 3n. their 
health, worle in their eſt ates, 
worſe in their wits, and the 
like. Theſe are a degree 
abovethe ordinary ſort, of 
wicked people,and ſhal fare 
thereafter : of whieh ſee, 
Ixde,1 5. for God fhall come 
one day tO execute judgement 
upon ungodly men, not onely 
for all their z»godly decds, but 
for all their hard ſpeeches [ al- 
ſo ]which they have ſpoken 
againſt him. 

Secondly, It 1s of Reproof, 
to ſuch as are guilty of this 
fone, inthe Text. 

And of this ſort are many, 
and multitudes, even of 


DO "AR 


thoſe that ( in a formal! 
Manner 


* 
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manner) doe performe ma- 
ny {ervices that the Lord 
requires; . that doe hear, 
pray, and profeſſe; and yet 
in their hearts, have but 
meare, and low' thoughts of 
'thoſeduties of Gods ſervice ; 
and looke upon the labour, 
and painestakenin it,2s loſt, 
and in vaine. 

Let theſe know, that they 
are guilty of a prne , which 
the Devill himfelfe was free 
from. He ſaid, that 7ob did 
mot ſerve God for nought; yet 
theſe thinke the ſervice of 
God to be vaine, and fruit- 
lefle : but howſoever , it 1s a 
teſperdte ſiene of a carnall. 
heart,” and a black brand ſet 


apon the wicked, by the hand 
of the fpirit of God, where- 
by a// the world may know 


themtobe wicked , where-. 
ever] 


Et. 
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ever they find it; And they 
themſelves, may know them- 
{elves ſo to be, much more; 
let them be otherwiſe , ne- 
ver ſo faire, and formall, yet 
rf they finde this in them 
ſelves, it may be conviction 


tneir hearts are carnall, and 
their conditions deſperate. 
It any body ſheuld goe, and 
raiſe a report upon you that 
are Maſters, and give great 
wages, that you gave your 
ſervants 20 wages 5 would 
you take it well at their 
hapds ? Yet thus doe you 
report of Gods ſervice ; at 
leaſt by your pra&ice ; by 
your eitting of that which 
God commands, and by 
your committing of that 


which God forbids, you 


« an > «ea at 0 to. trot fron Gone 0 OS MD 


proclaime, the ſervice of 


God,' 


- IS 


A 1 
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| God? you never tryed to | 


 ownexperience? and there- 


you underſtand not. 


God, tobe nothing worth. 

But ſappoſe: one ſhould 
askeyon,. howyou' can tel 
that. it is in vaine to ſerve 


purpoſe, whatit was to ſerve 
him in fzcerity. Tf a man 
ſhould go'and report (as be- 
fore) that you made your 
ſervants work. for-nething, 
you would ſay, how can you 
tell that, ſeeing you never 
trzed my ſervice ? ſo may 1 
ſzy to ſuch as complaine of 
the ſervice of God, to bea 
vaine ſervice, how can you 
tel itis ſo, ſeeing you never 
made trya/ofit, upon your 


fore you are guilty of /pea- 
king evil of the things which 


Thirdly , itis of uſe ( by 
way of inference) to the 


oh people 


2 Pet.1.12 


"Y 
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people of God: For ifit be 
a fault in carmra# people, 
much: more in ſuch as are 
ſpirituall 5 and yet many of 


bout the vanity of Gods ſer-| 
vice ; & that upon grounds, 
both frem themfelves , and 
others. - | 

r. From themſelves ; and; 
they are two. The oze is, 
the wron- apprehenſion of any 


thatthey ever did far God. 
T he other ts, that indi/cerna- 
tle difference | in them-| 
ſelves, ] betweene ſerving, 
and 1t ſerving of God , per- 
ormting, and omitting the 
duties of Gods ſervice, 

For the better ſetling of 
the people of God, in his 


wave: | 


—_—_ 


theſe are much to blame, e-: 
ven about this very thing ; 
having ſtrange thoughts a-' 


| 


"And:therefore IT hall en- 
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Wwayes, and fervicez; theſe 
gruunds of their miſtakings, 
uſd be removed, and rheir 
objetions..anſwered; orelle, 
its not the bare: dh;ding of 
them, or laying of blame up- 
on them, that will pacifie 
the Soul, or ſatisfie doubts, 


and ſcruples. 


deavour to remove 'theſe 
lets, and to anſwer theſe ob- 
Jections. 

Firit then, the foul ſaith, 
what ſhould I do ſerving of 
God; :or waiting «por the 
Lord «ny longerelI have ſpent 
a great deale cf time, and 
taken a great deal of paizes, 
that way; but I doenot fee, 
that I am the better for any 
thing that I have done; as 
theſe people, here, though 
they had offered wany ſacri- 


fices, 


x Cbj. 


2 King 6. 


3s 


| comfortable ſubſiſtence :.So 
| faith -many:a Soule, what 
| ſhall I doe?. il have prayed, 


| out; my al/-zes are not had in 


but forgotten ; my teares are 
| ſpilt, and not bottled up; 


* "- — _— -- —Owe—_—_ - . — - 4 


fices, yet afterward , began 
to look npon them, avaſt a-| 
way: We have offercd many 
cattel, and creatures: in ſa-| 
crifice (ſay they, J . but wee| 
had better have ſold them, | 
and laid out the money! 
fome other way for- our! 


and mourned, but nothing 
the better;my Prayers are not 
let into heaven , but (ſhut 


remembrance before God, 


my wazts are not ſupylyed, 
my aeſtres arenot anſwered, 
my corrnptions are not more 
tited : I have taken much 
paines,1n attending upon the 
ordinances of God, but have 


| 


gor | 
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| | fiſting to my prayers, and 


got /zttle, or no good by 
them: And not only ordina- 
ry, but extraordinary means 
haveTuſed ; I have joyned 


yet a// will doe nothing; I 
was among(t the people of 
God ſucha day, and ſuch a 
day, inthe duties of hami- 
lation; but, alas ! I was xc- 
ver the better 5 my heart was 
as hard at night, as it wasin 
the morning : ſo that I had 
better have been about my 
calling, ortheworld ; for 
there I might bave done, or 
got ſome good for the boay, 
but here [| got no good,cither 
for boaly , or ſexle ; there 
might have done ſome good 
to others, but here x0 body 
hath been the better for me. 
but (for ought I know ) ra- 
ther the worſe; It may bel 
havel 


— 
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have beena 7924, oran 4- 
chaxs, amongft Gods people, 
top prevyoke the Lord to dit- 
pleaſure, and to cauſe him 
to withhold that mercy, 
from that 4//embly T joyned 
| with, which th:y might have 
had, if F had been from a- 
mong ſt them: but however, 
I have delmded others , andi 

y'd the hypocrite, ſeeming 
7%. thenlam, and fit to 
be amongſt Gods people, 
which Iwas not;& have har- 
dened my heart, andam (to 
be ſure) never the better, \f 
not much the worſe, 

Theſe, and the like com- 
| plaints, are * common| 
| made by thepeople of G 
as if his ſer»ice were indeed 
altogether vaine: To this 1 
an{wer divers wayes. 
That the ſervice of God, 

which 


—___ 
. 
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— O—_— — —_— — 


: crament 


Fi 


which a Soul does, may be 
may be profitable to others, 
though for the preſent,or in 
his own apprehenfion, little, 
or nothing ſo, toit /elfe. 

For the Acts, or parts of 
Gods ſervice, are of divers 
kinds, 

Some, In which the Lord, 
and maſter himſelf hath the 


cially the Xgex?t, and we pats- 
ents : as hearing the word, 
[receiving the ſacrament, 
anddrties of that nature. 
Other ſome againe, there are, 
itt which wer is moreſaid'to 
be an Agex?, then fn the for- 
mer; As in prayer, workes 
of charity , taking up the: 
crofle, and the like. 


| 
| chiefeft hand , hr being eſpe- 
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| 


Now its true, for the fi ft.if a 
ſoul gets zo good at them | it 
ſeife, at the word, at the fa- 


's 


2 Cs/.12. 


ak; that the parents lay up 
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crament and the reit of that 
kind, That.ſervice, 1s like to 
be 7 vaine altogether, But for 
the latter, it will not hold, 
viz, in ſufferings for Chriſt, 

and the like. though a man 
may /-eme to have loſt, not 
his /aboyronely » but much 
other wayes, in his eſtate, 
credit, liberty, and the like, 
(in ſo much, that he may 
ſaffer the ſpoyling of all his 
coeds, ana himſelfe dye in 
the Gaole ,) yet this ſervjee 
\ 9249 not be in vainez Ft {be: 
ſides his ewxzgaine in ſpiri- 

tuall reſpeCts) the Chxrch of 
God: may have more light, 

and liberty hereby, in.after 
times, - | 

Allo of rajer. wy ic e- 
king the Lord, chelike may 
be ſaid : for, asthe Apoltle 


ar | 
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bour loſt that was taken that 


for the Children ;, fo doth oze 
Ghriſtian for axother. For 
theſe duties, are properly 
compard to ſowing of ſeed : 
and Chriſt ſaith, oe ſoweth, 
and another reapeth. AndI 
doubt not,: but many a chri- 
ſtian, and parent, hath pray: 
ers hanging upon Geds file 
in heaven, #nanſwered , (for 
their Children and the 
Church of God) though 
made long agoe ; ſo that, 
that] may ſeeme to be /4- 


way - But yet as Abaſuerxs, 
call'd for the Records after a 
certaine time, and finding 
there, ſuch a piece of ſervice 
done by Mordecai,not yet re- 
warded, he forthwith gave 
him wages for his work,and 
bountitully rewarded him : 


Job-4-37- 


Eſter 6.1, 


Sothe Lord( 1a his dye time)! 


w_ 
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will look over his files, (as 1 
may ſo ſpeak) and finding 
the parents prayers ( made 


ſtians,prayers(made for the 
Charch of God) hanging ſtill 
unanſwered, he will undoub- 


ind time accepted. 

And becaule a parent, or 
a chriſtian does not receive 
ananſwer hereof{preſent!y.) 
or wages for his work in the 
ſervice of the Lord, or live 
to ſee Others the better for it, 
ſhall he therefore conclude, 
Itis 4 vaine ſervice; or the 
work a vaine work 2 When 
2 man hath beene at paines, 
8&.coſtin 1il/ing, & ſowing of 
his ground, though hee doth 
not live to the harve//, to 
reape the crop h77/elfe , yet 


wil he not account his laboxr 


for the ch:z/de) and the Chri> 


tedly return them ananſwer | 


—_——— 
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| 


loft, becauſe he can make his 
will of it; and his heires,exe» 
cutors, and ſuch as he doth 
intirely love, fhall be the 
better for it, Even ſoit is 
here, The Chxrch may be the 
better , others the better for 


{ithy labour ; And therefore 
Tithis work and ſervice, is not 


to be accounted vane. 
Secondly, L anſwer, that 
the Lord doth not alwayes 
pay his ſervants wages for 
the work rhey doe him, | 7 
ready mony}] ( as they uſeto 
lay, )but many times by way 
of exchange, giving of rhem 
ſomething in /zew, yet al- 
wayes for the beſt unto 
them. Even as you pay 
your workmen, when they 
have wrought with you, and 
done you fervice, you doe 
not pay them (it m2y be) 1n 


Anlwt's 2: 


Siml. 
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moditics, as they ſtand in 
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ready #0ny, gold, ilver and 
the like; but with ſuch com: 


great need of, which hap- 
pily are ſcarce,and rare,and 
ſuch as they could mot buy 
with their -2ozey, if they had 
had their wages paid them 


therein, Now if theſe ſer-| 


vints fhould goeaway, and 
exclaime on you, and on 
your ſervice, that, becauſe 
you did not pay them in 


ready money, as they expe: 
ted; they ſhould therefore 
lay, that your ſervice were a 
vaine ſervice, 2nd that they 
had wrought with yen for 
nothing,and the like, would 
you take this well at their 
hands ? 

Why ? yet, thus doſt thou 
deale by the Lord ; Thou 
attendelt upoa God in du: 


ties. 


-[]|knowledge, in quick appre- 


—_—__ 
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ties, and ordinances ; ig hea- 
ring, praying, and the like; 
and thou doft him ſome ſer- 
vice : Now, thou expeCteſt 
to be paid down at the ſ?ub 
(as 1t were ) in ready ones. | 

That isto ſay, thou lookeſt | 
to grow in parts, as, 1n; 


henſion , and ability of ex- | 
preſſion in conferegace, or 
prayer, as others doe : and 
becauſe thou doſt not ſo, 

thou art ready to complaine, 

that this ſervice of God > 
vaine, and that thou haſt but 
loſt thy labour thereia : 
Whereas, it may be, the 
Lord hath given thee , /ome- 

thing in ſtead of theſe, which 
is better and daintier, and 
which thou could(t not have 
purchaled with theſe, if 
thou hadft never {o much of 


Y them. 


on re 


———————. 
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neither; which Iam ſure,| 
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them, For inſtance.,it may 
be he hath given thee 4 ten: 
der conſcience, and anjhums+ 
ble heart. initead of thoſe 
other which thou didſt ex- 
_ b 
Well; if he hath thus paid 
thee, [ tell thee, he hath done 


thee xs wrong: For theſe are 
things which thou couldſt 
not - have purchaſed with} 
thy parts; were they never 
{o great and high. 


thou canſt not conclude, 
that the ſervice of God Is iy 
vaine, though thou thinkeſt 
thy ſelfe never the better,or 
( 45 yet ) beeſt never the 
better, for the preſegt un 
lefle alſo, thou art able to! 
conclude, that thou zever 
{alt be the better hereafter 


hirdly, ations, that!| 


be 


thon! 


2» 
ny 
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{]thy corruptions, be wot ye! 
fabe 
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thou canft not pofhbly doe. 
Suppoſe thy prayers ( 
yet) be not anſwered; art' 


thou ſure that they never 
/baZ be anſwered ? though 


ued, nor Satan (xs Je) 
troden under foot, how do 
thou know, that they never 
ſhall ? | 

Nay how doft thou know, 


fully ſatisfied for , when the 


Lords time is fey come. 

| We find how Moſes ſpenks 
tothe people of the Lordin 
[this manner ; who /cd thee 
throneh that great , and terri- 
ble wilderneſſe, wherein were 
fery Serpents, and Scorpions, 


but that this delz2y, may bee 


1 5, 


ind croneht, where there was | 
nowater, &Cc. that hee might | 


bumble thee, and that he might | 
Weve thee, to doe thee good at 
F 2 thy | 


Dent Ss. I g | 


| 


—_— "© ————_— 


4 


—_—_ 


——— 
Ee, þ 


| 76 | " The Good Maſters Plea, 


— 


| ſage came from the Lord to/ 


| of Moſes, and putting them 


thy latter exd. Mark that 


phraſe well[ af thy latter end]|||t 


which imports the time of 


Gods fhewing mercy to ma- 


| my, even of his own people, 


that they fhall not have the 
good of Gods preſent dea- 
lings with them, t/ their lat 
ter end. | 


It may be, before this Meſ- 


this people, they beganto' 
repent them in part, of what: 


they had done, in following! 


ſelves upon ſo many hard- 


ſhips, and think all co be but! 


laboxrloft , and their ſervice 
in obeying the Lords com: 


mands to bein vaine ; but 
noW they are anſwered, and 
taken off from this', heari 


that the z7zve of their reward] | 


was not yet come, but tha 


verily [ 


| verily it would come, and 
[that without faile; to wit, 7» 


[|| ſoul in obeying God, and in 


-||and agreat deale of hard- 
[fhip, and be much diſappoin- 
||fed in its expectation, and 
||defires: And yet the Lord, 
|| may intend it good at the laſt, 


againſt the evil ſervants cavil. | 


—— 


the latter end. 
So then, irs clear that a 


doing him ſervice, may bee 
led through a wildernefe, 
where it may meet with ſer- 
pents, ſcorpions, drought, 


aud plenrifully reward it, 
for all the ſerviee it doth for 
him. And therefore let 
notany complaine #iZ they 
haye cauſe; The patient abi- 
ding of the meck ſhall not perifÞ 
for ever; And, verily there is 
4 reward for the righteows; 


\ — 


And, Tet 2 little while, and 
he that ſball come will come, 
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and will not tarry. 
Have you never keard it 
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ramor'd and reported, very 
commonly, and confident- 
ly, that ſuch, or ſuch «fi». 
hath been quite caft away! 
and /oſt ; andyet that ſip 
hath come home afterwards 
richly leader. $o tis oft' in 
Prayer, and other duties; 
and therefore be not over- 
much diſcouraged , though 
you enJoy not the preſent: 
fruit of your labours ? in 
due time , you ſball reap if you! 
f2omt. —-- | 


Andthus far in anſwer to 


 thefe thoughts, and objecti- 


ons. that are in the people of 
God, frem the firſt groundin 
themſelves. | 

The ſecond ground of this 
Feare followes, to be an 


ſwered : Namely ; That 7»: 
diſcermable | 


wc 


rn 
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diſcers«ble difference that 15 


in themſelves, betweene their | 


ſerving, and 
of God : | 

The Soul ſaith, ſurely, I 
cannot perceive that I am 37 
ny whit the better, far all.che 
ſervice that [ have done to 
the Lord ; Forall my Pra- 
yers, heariag,chriſtian com- 
muvign and the like ; Tam 
as well , when | pit ſerving 
of him, or when I am /{ighty 
in his ſervice,as when | ſerve 
him eſt, and Left of all; [ 
profper os well in.my buli- 
nelle, and returne 4s /afe 
home . from my journey, 
when I fet forth without 
ſceking diretion from the 


Letd,as when 1 do ſeek him: 


before goe out 3 1/eepe 45 
ſweetly, when T7goe tobed 
without. Prayer, as when 7 


F4 doe 


not ſerving | 


| 79 | 


ig: 


, 


q 


? 


em, 
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| The good Maſters Plea, 


— 


do pray ; and fo forother 
particulars : Therefore this 
{ ſerving of the Lord, feemes 
to be vaine. 

To this alſo I anſwer di- 
vers wayes. Firſt, That it 
is aſad thing, that any of 
Gods people, ſhould, Try, 
and Termpi him im this 
manner; todoe. as if th 
fhould ſay , Ile ſee what the 
Lord will doe for me with- 
out asking, and the like; 
that any who have taſted 


beene untothem, in a duty, 
or ordinance, that, they 
ſhould in the leaſt degree, 
willingly omit ſach a duty a-| 
gaine, and that they fhould| 
'{to ſpeak after the manner! 
"of men ) diſappoint the Lord 
thus. That when the Lord 


ſhall goe into thy Chamber, 
| or . 


how gracious the Lord hath, 


—_ 
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| [<gainſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


| 


or Cloſet ; at the uſuall :ime 
of Prayer, with his eare open 
to the Prayer, that thou 
hadſt need to make him, 
[that (then) thou ſheuldeſt 
not be there ; but he muſt 
be forced to turne himſelfe 
away , miſhng whom hee 
looked for : That when the 
Lord bringeth mercy in his 
hand ( as it were) to beſtow 
upon thee, that thou thouldit 
not be thereto recezveit, but 
he muſt be forced tocarry 
his mercy. back againe with 
him ; and when he bringeth 
his bottle to put up thy tears, 
thou ſendeft him empty a- 
way? This I ſay isa very ſad 
thing. 

Burt ſecondly I anſwer, 
that if there be 0 diffes 
rence in thine oxutwerd man, 
in thy eſtate, body, name, 


Fs _ and 


Anſwer . 2. | 


Anſwer. 3: 


The good Maſters Plea , 


| | 
and the like; yer there may 
| be great difference in thine 
inner man, and ſoul ; andl1 


| vice, breed an a»kne//e', and 


find 20 difference 1n them- 


| when they /erce the Lord, 


dare ſay, there is ſo. 


doth no diſxſe in Gods fer- 


an indiſpoſirion thereto. 

I doubt not, but, if the 
heart be well obſerved. it 
will be acknowledged , that 
this is true, that it is thus; 
And is this nothing ? 

Thirdly, IT would demand 
of thofe, that ſay , they can 


ſelves, between the time 


and when they do zotſeruwe 
him, whether they doe, ze- 
ver at 0 time find any dif- 
fkerence ? 

Sometime:( it may be) you 


| Doth not thy zeglef# of| 
| duty, begeta dike of duty? 


"a i ts. Mo.” a. - An > eh * ns 


find 
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| | 4gainſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


that thou art »phe/d in the 


had [itth or no difference, the 
Lord meets you 8ot in du: 
ties, but you goaway emp 

ty, with hardneſle in your 
hearts, and blackneſle in 
your boſomes, and the like 
(as you conceive : ) But is it 
[ alwayes] thus ? areyou ne- 
ver anſwered in the joy of 
your ſoules ? does the Lord 


avr fſhew you a pleaſed face? 
If you have any, ſlight them 
not: are the conſolations of 
God ſmall unto you ? 

Orif you have none, yet, 


way, and in the work of the 
Lord, to go ox 1n hi; ſervice, 
even this very thing ts- a 
great mercy; and 1s very like 
to be the fruit, and wages 
for the former work.,andſer- 


never give you 2 good look. | 


vice thou haft d6ne Him. 
20992-:5 And [. 


Fob-15. 
II, 


Anſwer. 4 


Plal.69.22 


{| Proy. 1.32 


The good Maſters Plea, 


| Andit is all one, whether 


the Lord doth give the ſoul 
what it would have preſent- 
ly, or ſtrength to perſevere in 


Of the two, the laſt is rather 
the be/#, becauſe the ſoule 
honours God moſt by this. 

Laftly conſider, if thou 
haſt ſuch, and ſuch things, 
(gifts or parts)ia os fall « 
meaſure when thou doſt not 
ſerve God, as when thou 
doſt ſervelim moſt exactly, 


them,as ſuch ſpecial mercies, 
ifthey come nor in the wa 

of ſeeking and ſerving God. 
The very table of wicked men 
is mad: their ſnare, & the pro- 


ſperity of fooles ſhall lay them, 
2. There be alſo thowehts 
inthe hearts of Gods people, 


his wayes,till he doth meet, 
| and anſwerit. 


yetthou canſt not look upon | 


abour 


— 
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againſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


about the warity of Gods 
ſervice, ariſing from ſome 
ground in others ; for thus 
they reaſon; Thoſe that have 
n0 careat all to ſerve God,or 
to attend upon. ;the duties of 
his worſhip, yet they ſeeme 
toſpred, and to fare as wel, 
as thoſe that ſerve him moſt, 
and beſt'of all; and therefore 
the ſerving of God ſeemes to 
£707 VAITNC. 

To this alſo divers an- 
ſwers may be made. As 
firſt ; that there is much diffe- 
rence in the maine, and in 
that which ought »r-/# to be 
regarded : Though they 
may fſeeme to be as well in 
their cutward condition, and 
for their body , yet not with 
their /oxles;, for, they are 
notin Gods wayesS, norin 


the Road of his beſ# mercies. 
| Secondly, 


Pm 


oth, 


Anſe. 1. 


The good Maſters Plea, | 
Secqudly, that even thoſe 

ontiward, and commun mercies 

(which they have, whodoe 


not ſerve the Lord but are 
ok therein) way bee 


the fruit of, [ others] ſerving 
the Lord, though not of their 
[ own] Axtor inſtance;thou 
art an hxsband, and ſhauldſt 
(as Saint Peter ſpeaks) dwel 
with thy wife. .4s a man of 
knowledge, and be a patterne 
for the whole family in ſer- 
ving the Lord; and yet it 
may be.. thou regardeſtnot 
theſe things. 3 but- goelt to 
| bed like a beaft without 
| Prayer,and yet [lcepeſt qui- 
'etly, when thy poore wife 
or chi!d may be upon their 
knees praying for thee. So 
thou goelt into the world 
| in the morning , and ſetteſ(t 
| Qut JOurpeEYEs, Without ſee- | 


” - 
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againſt the evil ſervants cavil. 


{ſeeking the Lord, and yet it 
may be profpereſt , andre- 
turneft well : and why? it 
may be thy Miniſter Prayes 
for thee, and prevailes for 
theſe mercies in thy behalfe, 
which elſe thox might'(t goe 
without. 
Labax fared the better for 


Iacobs fake. And Petiphar, 
and his family, ſped the ber- 
ter for 79ſephs ſerving the 
Lord. 

A graceleſſe child,may fare 
the better for the ſervice 
which graciows Parents have 
done him. Asthe Lord faith 
of ſome. They are beloved for 
the Fathers ſake : So may 
ſome chilgren find temporal 
mercies,at the hand of God, 
for ſome ſervice which was 
done him, by their parents. 

As ſome great- 4var, that 


Ro.11. 28. 


Sinul. 


hath 


Au. 3. 


as he good Meſters Plea, 


| hath had a ſervant dwelling 
long with him," will many 
times fſhew kindneſle to the 
child of that ſervant. I care 
not ({ayes he) if I doe ſoor 
fo for hin 3 his father was 


[ 


my man, or his mother was| 
my maid, ſo many yeares, 
and was truſty, and fairhfull 
m my ſervice. Sodoth God 
in this caſe. 


T hirdly, IT anſwer thatit 
1s a profſe miftake, to think, 


febly conceive of, And there-| 


that the proſperity of this life, 
is worthy of the name of a 
reward for Gods ſervice : 
Thoſe things which God 
gives as a reward for this,are 
withinthevaile ; which the 
eye of ſence zever ſaw, which 


the heart of man carrot poſ- 


fore, thouzh thoſe that doe 


uot ſerve the Lord, have theſe 
things \ 


LY 
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things below,and thou,who 
de ft ſerve him,goe\ſt without 
them, yet being the Lord 
reſerves a better rewardfor 
thee till afterward, com- 
plaine not. 

You know that men of 
great eſtates, ſet ſervants on 
work,of divers kinds;ſome, 
that are but dayes- men , but 
others that are hired ſer- 
vants, Or bourdto them for a 
long time : Now, the firſt 
ſort are paid at night, orat 
weekes end, three pence, or a 
groat a day, or ſome ſuch 
ſmall matter, and their 
Lords day dinner ; and 
there's all they muſt looke 
for. | 

But as for the other, hee 
takes his wages by the /amp, 
his Maſter takes charge of 
him, and makes proviſion 


againſt the evil fe ervants cavil. | 


for 


Simil. 


"The good Maſters Plea , 


| for.bim,not onely.ia health, 
 [and-when he is. haile and 
| well, butin ficknelle too, al 
lowes him attendance, pro- 
tects him againſt wrongs, 
vouchſafeth him the credit 
of his countenanee, prefers 
him in marriage, and lets 
him have the leafe of ſome 
god Farme, that he is the 


and complaine , that hee 
(erves his Maſter i» vain, 
becauſe he hath not ſuch 
petty-payanents as others 
have? His Maſter, may juſt- 


Solt1s here 3; For what the 
Apoftle ſaith, of the 9omen+ 
| kx _—_— of this-preſert 
life, I may ſay, of the wo- 
mentexy comforts of this pre- 
few lite 5 They gre nod worthy 


EM A 


A— I 


etter . for, all his dayes.' 
Now, ſhall this ſervant go, | 


ly take this il] at bis kand. | | 


of 


{fare of faith intrath. There 


| | madeup as his 7ewe/s, were 


| ugainſt the evil ſervant! cavil. | 
| of that eternal reward. for 


erving the Lord, which hee 

reſerved for thoſe that are 
his; whichis ready to bere- 
vealed in bis time. 

But beſides all this, there 
is anſwer enough lying 
wide-open in the three la 
verſcs of this Chapter, 
which might quiet, and ſtill 


that hath but the leaſt mea- 


you ſhall find, For thoſe the? 
feared the Lord and/pake often 
one to another there was 4 book 
of remembrance written, they 


&«. God putting a' manifeſt 
difference between them that | 
ſerve him, and that ſerve hins 
not. 

But now from this that 


2ny ſoule: for the preſent, 


0bj. 


hath been ſpoken in anſwer, | 
and | 


_——o— 


The good Maſters Plea , q 


| 


are of tender conſciences, 


1 


Well; now we are in ſome 


and for ſatisfaction , unts 
thoſe of Gods people, who! 


fall of feares, and much dil- 
couraged in the wayes of 
God; happily carnal bearts 
( from hence ) will be ready 
to reply, and plead for them- 
ſelves after this manner. 


more hope of | our ſelves 
then formerly we'were. You 
told us in the beginning, 
that it was the property of 
carnall hearts , and ſuch as 
are wickedto account the 


| 


ſervice of God vaine and un- 


profitable ; and all - that 
while we were much afraid 
of our ſelves 3 becauſe wee 


cannot deny( for our hearts) 
but that ſecretly wedoe ſo. 
But fxce, you have faid,that 
God: own people may be guil- 
AM 


ee 


ty of this tao; And therefore 


ſome better hopes of our 
ſelves then we had, andto 
think - that our condition 


we be guilty hereof. 
To this I z»ſwer, thatthere 


[is a wide difference, between 


thoſe thoughts that are inthe 
hearts of the godly, about 
the warity of Gods ſervice, 
and thoſe that are ia the 
hearts of the wicked ; which 
is eſpecially, ſhewed in theſe 


particulars, which being o- 


pened, will afford a full an- 
{wer to this objection. And 
which alſo may ſerve for 
markes of iryall todiſeover, 
which are cara hearts, and 
which are gruciozs 5 which 1s 
the next thing to be fhew- 


ed, and then proceed. 
Firſt 


againſt the evil ſervants cavi L 


now againe we beginto have 


may not beſo. bad ,;. though| 


Difte- 
rence be- 
rween the 
thoughts 
of the 
godly,and 
wicked, a- 
bour the 
vanity of 
Gods ſer- 
VICE» 


— 
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rence. 
or trial. 


. [/wimwee, and fintter up and 


- Firſ>theo, though'thers 
be ſome ſuch 't $ as 
theſe, inthe hearts of the 


ſervice, as if it were 
libour | loſt thar' is - taken 
therein ;''yet theſe thoughts 


; [are onecly izjeFed, and calt| 


inby Satan, and doe onely. 


dowsae inthe minde, but are 
not ſeated and ſettled im the 
heart -; though 
makes ſome queſtion about 


it is, Bur the carmaZ/ heart, 
and the wicked, is; for they 
have it rooted, and faftenedas 
a firme' principle in them, 
that thuzs it is; 

Now, there is a wondrous 
wide difference, betweene 


———_ 


Doubtings, and Reſolutions : 


| Tho good Mifters Ten, || 


| godly, touching the vanity of | 


the ſoule | 


_ tthis, yet itisnoe fully ſertled'| 
and perſwaded of it, that fo 


2nd 


dt 


I againſt the evil ſeruaxt' cavil. | 


{[this; namely, that though 


{|people, yet they are not 
touching the ſervice of God| 


body, or init /elfe]:o ſerve 


and they are cafie to be diſ- 

cerned by ſucha one, as is 

not willing to be deceived. 
The ſecond difference is 


there be ſame ſuch rhonghrs 
as theſe, in ſome of God: 


it ſelfe, but about | tbeir Jpar-| 
ticular ſervice of God: They 
doe not think that it is in 
yaine {| for others, forevery 


God , but all thejr feare is, 
that it is in vaine , [79 therw. | 
They doe not make the 
leaft queſtion, but -that 


there are thoſe that do ſpeed] 


in Prayer, reap much prof! 
by the ordinances, and are 
much the better for ſerving 
the Lord. Oaely, they ſay, 


pe EEE 
ths —_ 


that {they themſelves | are ne- 
| yer 


A ys ey ec Ee, 


2 Difte- 
rence or 
friall, 


2 Diffe- 


rence. 
or trial. 


ee 


verthe better, they thinke 


doe all zz vaine. 


' The good Maſters Plea, Ml 


[ they] heare, and pray , and|| 


of Ged, but the ſervice of 


thing !9/erve the Lord. 

| Now, thereis a wide dif- 
ferencein this alſo ; eaſe to 
be diſcerned : and let every 
ſoule, try it ſelfe, by this 


gne. 
Thirdly,though there be 


fuch thoughts , as were [por 
kenof, robe found in the 


them off from the uſe of 
meanes 5 reading, hearing, 
Pray1-g, 


Whereas Carxall hearts, 
and ſuch as are naught, they| 
doe #9 accuſe , or condemne| 
their own particular ſerving} 


God it ſelfe in generall. As}, 
here in the text. You ham ||| 
ſaid it #s vaine, or a valne|} 


hearts of Gods people, yet | 
[they are not ſi:ch as beat 


n 
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{though the feare the /ofſe of 


praying, and the like ; but 
they wil #i//ſervethe Lord, 


fitheir labour in their ſerving 


Jothim, though they feare 


they pray butin YVaine, yet |. 


they will pray ſtiff and (o for 

other duties. 
3 Many, poore ſoules have 
[:Plained nach of their 
wprofiteblenes in Gods ſer- 
vice, that they, have but loſt 
{their labour, andall i» 04ixe 
which they have done, and 
the like 3 whereupon (for 
their :r5a#) they have beene 
sked after this manner,why, 


doe you not then give over ? | 
why doe you heare, or pray 
ſtill 2 To which they have 
[nade e»/wer, that they could 


doeno otherwiſe : though I 
ſeare it is but in vaine to 


pray, yet I cannot but pray, | 
G heare, 


i. 


— —<> 
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' Simil. 


me 


| ' The Good Muſters Plex, 


| heare,conferre,and the like; 
Thws atiother, and thxs ano: 
ther ſaith. 
So;that it hath beene evi- 
dent, that there was ſome[{/, 
Principle m them ; that hath|[}, 
carryed them on, in the{ſ}: 
wayes of God,and in his ſer-\[/+ 
vice, notwithſtanding the[ſ[, 
ſence of their former unpro-|||, 
fitablenefle in the ſame. Orl|/h, 
if | et atime] or for a white, 
| they have beene beaten off, ||: 
| and ſo deſiſted, yer it hath|[g 
not beene out of diſtaft of||;,, 
the duty, ſo much as their|[;þ; 
own unfitneſſe, and indiſpo-![F, 
ſition thereunto: though yet|ſjq 
they themſelves may,and doljFg 
conceive,that they doe really||Gg 
diſafte@ the duty it ſelfe. As|[,/ 
a diftempered ſtomack may{ſpre 


whilſt it is drfhewperd, an 


| 


ſeeme to loath good meate; 
m—__ 


Even 


—_—_— to —_ 
, $ 


willing to admit of this, as a 


againſt the evil ſervants cavil, 


even that which It atzrally 
loves very well. And fo its 
in this caſe. 

Whereas a carnall heart, is 


f{ithe ſervice of God is 7# vain; 
{ithat ſo, with the more peace 


-([}and fold up his hands; and fo 
\[he doth. 


|| xt ofthe ſerviceit ſelte. And 


*\Fourthly there is difference 
yet|[in the efe& of theſe thonghts. | rence 
For in the hearts of the | © *#al 


pretence for his //oth, that 


2nd quiet, he may fit ſtill, 


So that his thoughts about 
the vanity of the ſervice of 
God, doe beate him of, and 


this is a great difference. 


Godly they are ſoone foZow- | 
ed (if not attended ſor the | 
preſeat) with much ſorrow | 


3 P[al. Comparing the13 
"BY verſe 


7 ſelfe-ſhaming, as in the 
7 


4 Diffe- 
rence, 
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3. Vie of 
Caution. 


Caution 1. 
to the 
wicked, 


| The Good Maſters Plea, | 


verſe with the 22 verlſe. 
Whereas they that are car- 
all doe not thus 
#AG odly it is not ſo with them: 
They are hardly hurabled 
for words, or adions, apainſt 
God, muchleſle for thonght-,| 
Thenext uſe to be madeſ}]. 
of this point, is, an uſe of|]| 
Cantion for Warning. 
1 to the wicked|||, 
2 to the Godly, 
to all in general. 


And card 


Firftto the wicked ; to | 
warne them, ever here- 
afcer, to take heede of this||| ; 
linne,of cex/uring the ſervice||| | 
of God,for a vaywe ſervice;Or||| 
them of Folly, or loſing their 1 
Labour, which keepe this ſers|| |, 
vice, or worke hard in it. | 

Know, thatthough it be 
in vaine to yor, { as indeedit| | 
Can be no otherwiſe, as you|| 


: as for the 


—— __— 


A 


a 
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ebts, 1 


it bel] | 
edit| | 


goto worke) yet doe not 
thinke that it is in vayne, to 
all others. 

Though yox get no good by 
the word you heare, or are 
never the better, by the pray- 
ers you make, and the like, 


[| yet donot thinke, but that 


there 15 good to be gotten by 
them,and that others are the 
better for them. 

Becauſe a tradeſman(out of 
his bad husbandry )doth 9? 
thrivein his trade, ſhall he 
goe and condemne the trade 
it ſelfe ? or cenſare thoſe of 
folly, that diive ſach a 
trade, as that 18. Nay rather 
let him mend his hnsbandry. 
and follow histrade ina bet- 
ter manner,and then he may 
thrive, though hitherto he 
could not : So it is here. For 
men areready to condemne 

G3 this 
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| 


Simil. 


Ee ee ee 


| Caution 
{ro the 
godly. 


H— 


this trade of Godlyneſſe, and 


to ſulpe& the worſt by the|| 
ſervice of God, becauſe 


they profit no more by du- 


ties, and ordinances; where-|[|| 
as the fault isnot in the ordi- 


vaxces, but in themſelves 
they prepare wot their hearts 
to ſeeke the Lord, they ſerve 
him not for matter, Manner, 
meaſure, end, as they ſhould 
dee, whichifthey did, they 
might ſoone finde it were 

not in vaine toſerve God, 
Secondly, itis for Caxtion, 
and warning, unto the people 
#f God, that they take heed 
how they harbour ſuch 
theuehts as theſeare, of the 
ſervice of God. For ( asa 
Divine ſaith) though you 
cannot hinder the birds 
from flying over your heads, 
yet you may keepe them, 
_ from 


— — 


_ 
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| 


[ſuffer them -no* to ſettle up- 


| 


| 


- 


| 
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from making Neſts in your 


[haire, z fo, though ſuch 


thoughts as theſe may ariſe, 
'or be caft in by Satan, yet 


on your hearts, Thisis the 
braud ot 'a carnit heart. O 
let itgot. be (et. upon agy of 
you, that have any truthof 
grace ln You, 

If the Devill can but faſten 
ſuch thoughts napon any of 
you, asto make you thinke 
or feare, that the ſervice of 
God is in veyne,he will eaſily 
prevaile with you, either 


wholly to jar/akeit, orelſe 
| tobe very remi//e, and neglt- 


gent nite 
Ita man be {ck and weak, 
and - he be prejudic d againſt 
men, and means, and per- 
ſwaded that no phyſitian, or 
phylicke, can doe him good: 
G4 that 


| 


Simil. 


RY 


Heb.1o , 


I. . 


| that, whichis of great worth, 
| and will at length be very 
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that man isin the high wa 
to death; for either, he will 
10t weddle at al with meanes, 


vaine. 

And the ſame will people 
doe for their ſoules, if they 
come to entertaine a preju- 
dice againſt the ſervice of 
God. 

We finde thisto bethe 
counſel of the Apoſtle. Caſt 
not away your confidence which 
huth great recompence of re» 
ward, It ſeemes then, that, 


profitable, is in danger to be 
caſt away by the people of God, 


 orelſe fires from the ruler|| 
that are preſcribed him;and} 
then, ( though it be motin| 
| vayne to take phyſicke yet) |}; 

he ſure he will wakeztin || 


as v4ine, and nothing worth. 
Tt 


" [|[:94inft the evil ſervants cavil. 


[maine doubtfull, 
{knowing what to thinke of 
Jofit ſelfe ; oe while it hath a 
[doore of hope ſet open to it, 
Jit that ſome glimps & glim- 


It is the caſe, and conditi 
on of many a poore ſoule,to 
(tand ſtaggering, and re- 


43 Nnot 


ring of the /zght of Gods coun> 
tenance,and ſome confidence 
of hi; love, and mercy, which 
doth much refreſh it ; ans- 
ther while that doore is ſhut, 
and there is nothing but- 
darkneſſe, and 'feare 1n the 
ſoule : and it fufpects its 
former confidence to be but 
MECTCE aeluſton, that it was 
miſtaken, and the like and 
and all on the ſudden, the 
ſoule is ready to caſt away 
that confidence, as nothing 
worth.——Oh, but (ſaith the 


Apoſtle) hold your hand, | 
G x and| 
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and be well adviſed what 
you doe : benotlo prodigall 
tocaſtaway thatin a pang, 
or pittifh moode, which you 
were ſoleng a getting, and 
ceſt you ſo deare. Prove,and 


| not away : Orif Satan wring 
| of any violeat temptation, 


| Bo to be laid to heart; 


try your confidence if you 
will, nay, "tis needfull you 
thould doe ſo, but caſt 7! 


your hold out of your hand, 
and your confidence out of 
your heart, by the ſtrength 


then indeed you are to be; 
pittyed, and your condition, 
with much Chriſtian com- 


utfor you, to ſtand in your 
owne light, and to throw 
away ſuch a ſtay to your 
ſoules, by a willtull refuſal! 
of that mercy, and denyall 


of that grace, which the 
Lord 


——_— 


A —— 
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worth, which you (light, and 
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Lord hath wrought in- you 
and given you ſome{experi- 
ence of, ' and that out of the 
pride af your hearts, becauſe 
you cannot finde a ground 
of your holding faſt of a 
conhdence + | in your ſelves | 
but-- muſt Jive upon free 


gracez Or out of diſconten- 
rednetle of ſpirit, that be- 
cauſe you cannot afli:me, 
that full sſſyrance of heaven, 
and Gods love, that you 
would have, therefore you 
will have o9ne at all; becauſe 
you may not carve your 
ſelves.and have whole loaves, 
therefore you will ſcorne 
ern mmesand caſe away pieces: 
[f thus you doe in ſtead of 
pitty.you ſhal deſerve blame. 
Andas /ittle as this confidence, 
& waiting upon God, ſeemes 


arc 


VC —_— 


Caution 
ro all in 
general. 
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|are caſiing away, as worth 


nothing ; yet beleeve me, 
tis not 72 vaine tohold faſt 
upon a promile, ſomething 
will come atlaſt, though all 
ſeeme but /of? for the pre- 
ſent. And therefore caſt not 
away your confidence, which 


hath great recompence of Re- 
ward. 

Laſtly, it is uſefull for a/ 
71 generall, to warne every 
One, to take heed of making 
voyd, and 47e the ſervice 
of God to himfelfe. 

We have ſeene,and heard 
the evill of this ſinne, of ac- 
cuſing the ſervice of God, 


for a vaine ſervice, and how 
much wrong they doe the 
Lord,and themſelves.that caft 


| ſuch an aſperſien, and unjuſt 


| 


1mputation upon the ſervice 
of God - But now, if that | 
ibould 


I” 


— — 
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EE 


ſhould become, realy ſoto 
us, whichis not /o, ja it ſelfe, 
nor to others z ard that, 
whilſt we blame others, for 
ſaying it is in vaine, we 
fhould be thoſe, that ſhould 
make it v.ine to our ſelves, 
this would prove nard, and 

ſad in concluſion. | 
How. will this make up 
the months of carnall lecſe 
Itbertines, when they come 
atthe judgement ſeat; when 
thole that would never 
ſpend time, nor take paynes 
in the ſervice of Gced, ſhall 
fare,& ſpecd as wel. as they 
that ſpent, and took much 
time therein, when thoſe 
that would not be brought 
to make any ſhew of good- 
neſle,or take up the practice 
of any duties at all,ſhall fare 
aſwell, as thoſe that had a 
faire 


I 


EE. 


| 
| I.14. 
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faire forte of Godlineſſe, and | 
were very abundantin holy 
duties, | 

When they thathad no 
prayeria their families, ſo 
much as once in the weeke, 
or month, or yeare, fhall 
{peed as well,and alike, wich 
thoſe that had prayer twice 
aday;ina word when thoſe 
that take their fill in the 
pleaſures of f1n,that caſt off 
the feare of the almighty, ſay: 
ing depart from #s, for we de- 


fore ot the Knowledge of thy 


wayesr; That were ſervants 
to their lufts, and not to God 
but ru1 01 in all exceſſe of riot, 
in fnning with high hands, 
and (tiffenecks,ſhal ſeethem 
thruſt out from God that 
wore his livery, call'd bim 
maſter, and did much work 


in hi> ſervice ; Oh how wide 
will 


againſt the evil jervants caul 


will it open their mouthes ? 
And (if it were poſhble to 
laugh in Hell) how would 
it make them laugh aad tri- 
umph ; why, certainely, it 
w1ll be thus with very many 
towhom theſervice of God, 
ſhall be but a vaine ſervice; 
and they ſhall loſe all the 
time, and paynes that they 
have ſpent & taken therein; 
ſee Mat.7 chap.in the, 22 and 
23 verſes. and Luke 13. 26, 
W kere you ſhall finde, that 
many, who have beene in 
Chriſts company, and ſtood 
in Chriſts rome, 2nd done 
Chriſts worke, ſhall yet be 
diſclaimed by him, and ex- 
claded from bim at the laſt 
day 3 And therfore what 
need is there that we loouke 
well toit, that though th1; 
ſervice be not vaine in it ſelfe 


yet 


ee. 


— 


DireRi- 

ons that 

the ſer- 

| vice of 
God may 

not be in 

vaine- 
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| 


yet thatit prove mo? vaine to | 
Mus. 

Which that it may not do, 
I ſhall defire to lay downe 
ſome dire&;exs in way, of 
prevention, which being fol- 
lowed, will undoubtedly | 


Ia 50.11. 


make our worke,and labour 
in the fervice of the Lord 
profitable unto us; but, with- 
out which, could we doe 
never ſo »-uch, and that (in 
fhew) never ſo w-/, yet 
ſhould we be accounted but 
evill ſervants; and this is all 
'we ſhall have at Gods hand 
'atlaſt, to lye downe in ſorow. 


Ee. OR 


Dire&tion | The fir/? thing that a foute 
I. | mnſt doe, that would not 


have the ſ:rvice of the Lord 
prove in vaine to him, is, Fo 
get into Covenant with God, 
and to beat agreement with 


him, for whom we do work : 
| Ido 


| 


_— 
, 


_— —_— 


=” 
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|but onely Covenant with 
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I doenot meane to Cove- 
nant for wages, and what 
thou ſhalt have for thy work, 
2s if, otherwiſe thou wer't 
indanger to have nothing, 
for there isno feare of that; 


| 
| 


| be in izward Covenant with 


made, and paſleth between 


||the Lord | for his part ] 


him, to be his /erv4z?, to be 
one, whom he may pleaſe 
to owne, and loeke upon 
as one that doth eſpecially 
belong unto him : This is to | 


God : for youareto know, 
that there tis aſecret league, 
and Covenant which is 


God, and the ſoule, at its 
firſt converſion. In which 


makes tender and promiſe 
of free grace, and mercy, to | 


the - poore ' fout, ſeeing it 
ſelfe fol and undone : — 
the 
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the ſoul [ for its part | being 


glad of God, and mercy,up- 
on ſach faire termes as he 
propounds it upon, accepts 
thereof 5 and ſothe Cove- 
nant is ſtruck, the ſoule 1s 
willing to become the 
Lorgs, and to give up it 
ſelfeto him, and -hisſervice 
wholly andifreely. And the 


| Lord | for bis part ] is wil 


ling to accept of that ſoul, 
and of ſach ſervice as it is, 
and ſhall be able, te doe for 
him 3 to aſſiſt him in his un- 
dertakings, to 9verlooke his 
fayling*; and to reward his 
endeavours. : And. fo : for 
ever «fter this, the Lord 
lookes upon this ſoule as a 


ſervant of his, and, as. {et on 
worke by his, and. fainends 
the rewarding of hig as his 
ſervant 3 which before he 

deth 


—_—_ 


Oe Inns 


i. 


| againſt the evil ſervants cavil. | 


ng| | | doth not, but ſaith as Eſay, 
p*| | [1.1 2-- ho hath required theſe 
he| | | things at your hands ; Idoe 
pts| | | not deny, but that, I doere- 
e-| | | quire thew, butnot of you, 
1s| | |andT will givea reward for 
ke| | | the doing of them, but not 
It] F[toyo». Sointhe50 Pal. 16 
ce.| | | verſe, wnto the wicked, God 
he| | | ſaith, what baſt thou to doe to 
l-| | | declare my flatutes, or that 
al, | | | thou ſhouldſt take my Cove- 
is, | | | 2antin thy mouth ? where 
or | | | had you any commiſſion to 
n- | | | meddle with »zy worke ? It 
is | | | was an anſwer which they 
is | | | gave,in the 20 of M44.6 verſe 
or.| | | why they #oed/o long idle be» 
d| | | cauſe #0 man had hyred them, 
a | | | as if they ſhould ſay, we had 
»n | | | as go0d doe nothing, as to 

Is | | | worke before we are hyred: | 
is | | | andit 15 moſt certainly true 

1e| | | here, that till a ſoule be «- 

greed — 
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bl 


Fb.9.29., 


Verſ.20, 


agreed (in the ſence before 
mentioned) with God, It 
ſhall have #0 reward for the 


labour 3; As 7ob ſaith, if rbe 
wicked, why then labour I in 
v4ine © ſoſurely, all the la- 
bour that a wicked man 
takes, whilſt he is wicked, 
and in the ſtate of fjinne and 
nature, 1sbutloſt, he does 
but 'labour in yaine. The 
|Erophet ſaith. Pſal 1239. 
Thine | enemyes| take thy 
Name in vaine ; which holds 
very firme in this ſence; 


| 


namely, T hat whilſt people 
remaine exemies to God, and 
arenot truely reconciled to 
to him through Chriſt, they 
take his name( word, Sacra- 
ment, and all they meddle 
withall) i» »4ize. Should 
they heare, pray, doe ſuffer 


or 


— _ 


work it does, butleſeth al its | 


| 
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or performe, never ſo many 
duties,of the Lords ſervice, 
yetall would prove in vaire 
unto them, and they ſhould 
never hayeccmfort,nor pro- 
ft, by any thing they doe. 
It is a great deale of time, 
that ſome ſpend, of pines, 
that they take, and co/# that 
they are at, about the duties 
of Gods ſervice, who yet, if 
they goe on, as they have 
_ » Will /oſe a# at the 


laft. 


Oh ! therefore let me pre- 
vaile with ſo many of you 
this day, as never tooke this 
courſe, now, to enter upon 
it, get you home, enter into 
your chambers, and com: 
mune with your hearts, about 
your conditions, and this 


worke 3 labour to ſee your 
miſery 


20S 


re ee 


— — 


miſery by nature, and ſine, | 


andſolong as you ſtand 
in emnily with God, 
and God with you, begge 
(as for more then your 
lives) to be at peace with 


him and be glad of reconci- | 


lation with him upon any 
termes 3 you may goe on 
fil), in your old way of for- 
mality, if you pleaſe, with- 
out taking this courſe, as 


long, and rwice as long (if 


you live as you have done, ) 
thinking, that it you be dilt- 
gent in duties, and painefull 
in the ſervice of the Lord, 
eſpecially with honeft 
hearts,as you call them, that 
then you ſhal not loſe your 


labour, but that God wHl 


reward you, forthe ſervice 


you doe - andit may be that 
ſome of you, may intend fo 
to 


y_ 
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to doe 3 notwithſtanding 
what- ever hath beeue ſaid 
= ; and ſo they may, 
if they pleaſe,ts their ſhame, 
and heart-ſmart, but if this 
be the way to true peace, or 
profit, the Lord hath not 
ſpoken by me. 

And when they have 
wearied themſelves, in this 
their way, and mille , what 
they looke for, (which they: 
will moft certainely doe, it 
they looke for any good,) 
then will they acknowledge 


[*x4infl the evil ſervants Cavuil * 


thetruth, and neceffity of 
thi; counſell, and (when it is 
too late,) will bewayle, that 


they tooke1t not 1a time. 

Secondly, if you would 
not-have the ſerviceof God 
provea vaine ſervice, then 


take heed of a flighty ſpirit, 1n 
the performing of itz ando 
having 


Direction 


= 
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EE 


having low, and axcare 
thoughts, of thoſe duties, 
that thou undertakeſt the 
doing of, but labonr for high 
and pretiouws thoughts, of the 
duties of this ſervice, and of 
the ordinanccs of God, 


| 


partaker of,that thou may t 
looke upon the ſervice of 
God, as honourable and wwch 
deflrable ſervice, and the 
parts, and duties of this ſer- 
| vice, as very profitable, & as 
thoſe means, which the Lord 
hath ordained for thy great 
good. To look upon prayer, 
as a ptofitable ordinance, 
and meanes, very forcible 
with God, to breake open 
his treaſure, and to obtaine 
all needfull mercies by. - .. 

So for the word, the Sa-: 


which thou commeft to bea | 


crament, and the reſt, many 
_ there) 


© '©]©}]}]G©G'}])]YDTEE eee et. ——_—_ 


y (t | 


[care ordinarie things ; and 
[that becauſe they know not ; 
the worth, and pretiouſneſle 


lunprofitable #9 them, 


againſt the evil ſervants cavil 


there be, which performe 
many of the duties of Gods 
ſervice, but yet come not 
with /ach thowghts as theſe 
are, but looke upon them as 


of them,and never found,or 
zot any great good by them, 
when as the'ground thereof, 


is,!m themſelves ; they come | 


with /ow thouchts,and [lighty 
eſtimacion, to the ordinan- | 
ces, and thea no marvell | 
they find them vine, and 


Thirdly, he that would 
not have the ſervice of God 
la vaine'/unto him—muſt 
looke that he be faithfull in 
the doing of it. 

And this faithfulzeſſe is to 
be ſhewed, in theſe five 
H things. 


———. 
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en 
Faithful- 
nefie in 


' | Gods ſer- 


 Iviceto be 


ſhewed in 
' [5, things. 
Carcful- 

neflc. 
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things Careſwineſſe, Diligente, 
fpnceritie, Beliefe,' and Perſe 
DEerance. 

Firſt itis to be ſhewed1n 
cearefulneſſe, ot wniverſalitit 
of obedjierrce 5 that a,man be 
carefull in attending, upon 
all Gods wayes.and in doing 
al] that worke, that God ſets} 


him about. | 

He is not a faithſall ler} 
vant, that will pick, avdf]; 
chooſe his worke,to doe one-ſ; 
ly that which likes him, and 
leavethe relt : ſo, neither is 


he a imryy ana ſervant to God|i 
that will doe onely ſome, not[|n 
aff : that will attend upon} 
God in ſore duties, and or-||it 
dinances, but omit other'||/c 


ſame, and that can be con-||ot 


tent to put his hand to Gods]|bi 

worke, but not to his »eckorm 

his back, te his croſſe, or burJca 
| then; 


—— — 
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then; doing-worke will down 
but not +. «9a 
Well thinke better ofir, 
<edinf{and baulke oye of Gods 
alitieh| worke, but takeit as it lies 
an beſſ|in order, and comes 3 for 
uponſ}|that part of Gods ſervice 
loingh|that thou zeg/eFeſt, may be 
d ſets}}that, in the doing whereof, 
|the Lord may intend to 
} (er ſhew thee wrch mercy, and to 
avd]|give thee a reward for that, 
> one-[|and other ſervice together. 
If it be ſecret prayer, or 
heris||ſuch aduty, that thouliveſt 
in the neglect of, thou 
e, not||may {t bereave thy felfe of 
uponſ|much good in the weg/e# of 
ad or-||it - for as God meets one in 
other ſore dutie, rather then in 
e con'}other-ſomre, ſo, that may 
 Gods||be hat very dutie that God | 
zeckorj may intend to Communit- | 
xr bur-Jcate more mercieto thee in, | | 
then; H 2 then . 


PEE 


) 


| 
(F/e.nng.6 
| 


Diligence 
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then any other. So the like 
may be ſaid of /#fferings, for 
the Lord hath ler out, more 
of himſelfe ſometimes in a 
priſon, then any other way. 
And therefore as David 


ſhewed his faithſuln'ſſe in 
having reſpe&te all Gods com 
mandements; lolet us: 
Secondly,this faithfulneſſe, 
lies in doing the worke of 


| 


the Lord diligently, when 


| ſheweth his .faithfalneſſe as 


the ſoule puts out its ſclfe in 
what it nndertakes for God. 
A man is not therefore a 
faithfull ſervant to his Maſt: 
er, becauſe he puts his hand] 
to every worke, and ſhanneth 
none, if yet, he /abbereth over 
his worke, in a lazy, and 
{lothful manner, and doth 
none as he ought to doe: but 
the doing of it to his #t--3/?, 


well 


——— 


| might 


f" 


D—— 
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well as his doing of it at all: 
2nd. thi: 15 that which the 
Lord calls for : Not fothfull 
in buſuneſſe, fervent in Spirit, 
| ſerving the Lord. 

| » 

| So 11 another place, what 


ever thy hand, findeth to doe, 


[| d»e it with thy might ; 1E1t be 


n6t a duty, meddle not with 
it, doe 1r not at al! ; butifit 
'bea duty. & a duty to God, 
what exaC&reſſe in the dotng 
of it can be ſufficient ? and 
therefure doe ſuch aduty, 
wich thy 2i26t, pray with 
thy mieht, keare with thy 
ſtand for God 
with thy might, and ſo for 
any other duty. The want 

this, is the bane of a great 
nc duties, and of much 
ſervice , which are made 
void, and unprofitable, by 
this very meanes - nay 1n- 
[tead of a reward, , they (hal 
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II, 


Eccle/.9.10 


Rom. 1 _ 


Ier.43. 1 ©. 


| 


| 


iPr6.26. 27 | 
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Zo 


| 


ſheerd covered with ſilver 


faithfulneſſe, 18 ſincerity, and 
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have wrath, and vengeance 


for their wages : according 
to that of the Prophet Tere- 
my curſed be he. that doth the 


worke of the Lord neeligenth, | 


er deceitfully ; that might do 
it better then he does, but 
doth not put out himſelfe, 
Orrthat ſeemes to do it 
otherwile thenhe doth itin 
deed ; ſeeming very zealous 

God, when there 1s neither 
for life, nor heat within; Byr 
ning lippes and a wicked heart, 
(like Solomons plate) apot- 


droſſe. Oh, heare ard feare? 
The third part of this 


uprizhtneſſein heart: which 
is, whena ſoyle doth the 
ſervice of God, and the du- 
ties of it. in obedience te his| 


command, aiming at him,and 
his 


——_ 
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his elory, 1a the workes, and 


nes that it doth per- 
Orme. 
The Lord would have ſer- 


|| rants looke through their | 


[ earthly ] maſters in the ſer-> 
vice they doe for them, and 
and to have an eye, to Chriſt 
in what they doe, who is the 
chi:fe Maſter of all : but, 
much more theo, ought he 
to be eſpecially _ and 
aymed at in thole ations, 
which are 7#:mediately done 
unto him/elfe z true, the eye of 
#an, cannot pierce the heart, 
to diſerne; the intention of 


| that, but the Lords doth:For 
| however a ſervant may be. 


| accounted faithfull, when as 
he doth not purely ' looke 
at his Mſter, 1athe ſervice 
he doth, (for his Maſter,can- 
not ſce his heart )yethe caa- 
| not 
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not be, nor is accotinted a 
faithfull ſervant; with the 
Lord, unlefle he lookes more 
at the Lord, then at himſelf 
or any other. In the 7 of 
Zach. 5.the Lord puts this 
queſtion home unto them, 
did yee at all faft tome: and 
doubles it againe, ever to me? 
that whereas they might be 
ready and overforward to 
make anſwer for them- 
ſelves, and ſay, Yes Lord, 
we did, what we did, to thee, 
he replies 5 ever to we ? are 

ou ſure you did it to me f 
that you looked purely at 
me Ce. 

The want of thj* makes 
veid, and vaine, Our worke, 
and prevents that reward, 
that elſe we might have ; as 
1scleare from Mat. 6. 5, and 


The good Maſters Plea, | 


Xs . A pgs & 9—— — ke... $a 


pt a+ ow 


16 verſe; asif the Lord had 
ſaid 


[eg tinſt the evil jeryvants cavit. 


— 


(41d, it you lookenor at we 


in your worke, why ſhould | 


you luoke at ze for wages, 
forthe worke you doe? 

The fourth bragch of this 
faithfalxeſſe, required, inthe 
ſervice oft God, to maker 
profitable, is Beleeving - 
which is,that whea the ſoule 
hath proved it ſelfeto bein 
covenant, with God,(accor- 
ding to the firlt direction.) 
thac then it ſtirres upit ſelfe, 
ro exercile faith in the be- 
leeving, Applying, and 
preſſing, of thoſe promiſes, 
which it hath right, and et- 
cle to, as touching aſſ7ſt ace, | 
woceptance, an\wering, rewar». 
ding and the like. 

The Apoltle fhewes the 


abſolute neceſſity of faith, 
evenin the exerciſe ef it, to 
be in thoſe that approach 


Faich, or 
Eclieving. 
4+ 


Heb.1 1.6. 


_nieh 
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nigh to God,in any ſervice of 
his, as 1n prayer ;——Saint 


James fhewes, that /uch an 
| one, 45 doth not pray in faith, 
\ without wavering, muſt not 
looke to recerve any thing, as 
wages for his worke, from 
the Lord, though he may re- 
ceive much from man, re- 
wards, and applauſe &c.— 
Yet from the Lord, he muſt 
looke for noxe; if he doe, he 


[is but deceived, and ſo ſhall 


Lee. 

The Lord ſaith, to them 
that come to him, as he ſaid 
as he ſaid to thoſe blind wen 
what ? doe you cometo me 


for fight ? according as you be- 

leeve, ſo ſhall zou ſpeed, Ec. | 

I am preſwaded, that it| 
theſe men, had come to our 
Saviouran a ordinary, for- 

wal way,led by the A 
(® 


__— — 


— —__ 


againſt the evil ſervants cavil, 


= 


of others,(that becauſe they 
ſaw others that were bliad, 
and lame, goe to Chriſt, 
therefore they would goe 
t0o,) they might have gone 
away,as blind as they came, 
for any lighe, or benefit,that 
they ſhould hive had from 
him. And ſo, if peop'e, goe 
to. God 1 duties, | as in| 
prayer | iQ ag ordinary for- 
mall way, becaule it is the 
order and faſhion to goe to 
God, and pray, in time of 
want, they may goe often 
enough, and pray long 
enoug 2, ere they ſhall ob- 
taine, an1 worke till they be 
weary it: the ſervice of God, 
ere they grt any good re- 
ward for it - yea thougha 
man be a beleever, and hath 
that ſingular gifc, and grace, 
of faith in him, yet this 15 not 


enough 


CI 


| 


ſo, as to have the y/e and ex- 


working, and doing God 


ſervice; for a habite is onely 
ſo farre of uſe, and profita- 
ble, as it 15 brought forth1n- 
to a and-exerciſe. Expe- 
rience ſhewes, that the ſame 
ſoule, which ſeemes oze day, 
to worke for nothing,and to 


_——— 


labour iz vaine, with God, 
mn the duties of his ſervice; 
another dey, or by another 
dnty is ſent /o.dex away, full 
of the deſires of its ſoule, 


and thinkes it ſelfe abun- 


dantly rewarded ; therea- 
{on will be found. to be from 
hence, (if it be well looked 
into, ) that fuith was more 
exerciſed, at one time, then 


at another. If rherefore 


thou 


The good Maſters Plea, | 


enough unleſſe he doth, 
| ſtirre Pp this gift, and grace, 


erciſeof it,even in tketime of 


_—_ ML am... am «a O_o ie OFT DF © 5 SE 


aginft the evil ſervants cavil 


| thou wouldeſt not have, the 


ſervice of the Lord, and the 
dutyes of it, to be in vaine 
unto thee, then worke In 
faith 

Laft of all, this feithſul- 
eſſe conliſteth, and is to be 
fhewed, in perſeverance, 
holding on without fain- 
ting 3 Be faith ful unto the 
death, that is,in perſevering | 
tothelaſt; for thus faithful- 
neſle 1s ſhewed he is n0t ac- 
counted, a faithfull ſervanr, 
that gives over his work be- 
fore it be done, nor he faith- 

full toGed, or his owa ſoul, 

that ezver over before he 
ſpeed; Ie waitenponthe Lord 
untill he have mercy npon ut; 
ſo ſhould a Chriſtian re- 
ſulve, not to give over, or a- 
way from God without an 


anſwer. I doe got deny, but 
a 


Perſeve- 
[LaNCEcs 6. 


Revil.10. 
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I Coreg. Jo 


| end .the ſame ſhak be ſaved. In 


| 


fore the time; much leſle this; 


a Chriſtian may be hel4 off, | 
and delayed ia his ſuite, and 

ſervice, that he may, even 
make ſome queſtion, whe- 
ther he hath not quite loſt 

his labour; whetherever his 

prayers fhall be anſwered, 
and his ſervice rewarded,or 
no ; forall may ſeemeto be 
in vaine. Oh ! but ſtaya 
while, and 7udge nothing be- 


toſay, or thinke, that the 
Lord will beſo hard, and 
unfaithful, as not to reward 
your labour ; for the full 
and /et time, of the Lords 
pay ment, 15 not yet come. 

I with, that well knowne 
place, in Mat. 2413, were as 
wel conſidered of, as know- 
en ;— He that endureth to the 


which words, amongſt ma- 
_»y\ 


ee, 


\ 4gainft the evil [ervants cavil | 1 


|ny things conliderable, 
there beeſpecially two, for 
our preſent purpoſe, the 
condition of the promilſe,and 
the prowiſe , it ſelfe. 
Perſeverance Is the dutie 
required, in a/ the parts of 
Gods ſervice, and the Lord 
isnot tyed, to give any re- 
ward, or make payment, till 
this dutie, or condition be 
performed - the Labowrers 
that had wrought in the 
vineyard, were not called to 
take their payment, till the 
evening, and end of the day. 
True ; ſometimes the 
maſter of the field, wil) 
come in amongſt his harveſt 
men, about nooxe, or ſome 
other time of the day, and 
+ | give them «/argeſe,tor their 
incouragement, over and 
above, their wages ; but 
how 


- Oo — ——— 
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to complaine,if they ſtay tall 
then,and have no more then 
their wages ; even ſo is it 
here, the Lord, is pleaſed 
ſometimes to come | ix: | ve- 
ry ſweetly, toa ſoule, whilſt 
tis at the work, & labouring 
ia his ſervice.attheword.in a 
prayer,in a ſacrament, or the 
like, & gives it ſome inklings 
of his love,and ſcalings of his 


how ever, at »ieht they ſhall 
have their reward without | 
failez and they have nocaule | 


ſpirit, which are as L argeſſes 
to the ſoule, that glad'the 
heart, and dove much Incou- 


rage it In the wayes and 
worke of God : &6,—But 
you muſt know, that this 15 
an over-plus of his love, | 
which though he doth ſome» 
t1mes beltow,yet not alwayes, 
for it is the portion, evenof 
ſorrthat fear the Lord, to walk, 


—_—__ 


cn — 


—_— 


| againſt the evil ſervants cavil, 
| in darknes, & ſee nolight;for 
theLord, will be left freeſ ;x 
this, ]Jand it is wore, then he 
will make promiſe of, that 
there may be noground of 
| | | complaint to any : onely the 
certaine, and landing wages 


EE. 


[*, ſalvation 5 and this, he 
bindes himſelfe by Covenant, 
[40 give, 18 that ſorenamed 

| place, he that fhall endure to | 

| theend,the ſame ſhall be ſaved, 
| a$ if he ſhould have ſaid, if 
there doe come any thing 
over, and beſide what I pro- 
miſe, and good may it doe 
you, take it, and be thanke- 
full : ozely this is that you 
may truſt to-\ Salvation. [He 
fall be ſaved, and will not 
this wages be ſafficient; hath 
he any caſe, today, that the | 


| 
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Mat.2413, 


ſervice of God is a vaine ſer- 
vice, that ſhall have 2hzs at 


the /aſ# ? how little ſeever, 


IP 

| 

8. 
#1 
| 
| 


* 
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he hath for the preſent, he 
knoweth not what ſalvation 
is, that thinks 1t will not - 
ſarelyif thou wert as ſore 
a labourer as ever wrought 
for God, and ſhould beare 
the burthen and heate of the 
day,yet ſhould(t aÞ thy dayes, 
eat in darkneſfſe, and never 
have good looke from God, 
nor any incouragement 1n 
his worke, yet this pewny of 
ſalvation, at the night of 
death, and thoſe things that 
accompany the ſame, would 
be wages ſufficient; therefore 
ceaſe thy complaints, and 
perſevere 1n thy endeavours. 

Thus have at large ſhew- 
ed you whatyou muſt doe, 
if you would not have the 
ſervice of God to be made 
void, and wire to you. 


1 Getinto Conexant with 
God. =Y take 


AC 
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2. Take heed of a fiighty 
ſpirit in the ſervice of God. 
3. Looke well ts your 
hearts, that they be found 
faithſuÞ in the mayne; eſpe- 
cially in thoſe five particu» 
Tars : In Carefalneſſe, 10 Dil:i- 
| gence, in Sincerity, in Beliefe, 
and in Perſeverance. 
And now give meleave in 
the Cloſure of all, to ſpeake 


[to you, as Davida ſpake to 


| the people 1 Chro, 29. 5. 
Who now is willing | among 
you |] to conſecrate his ſervice 
| this day unto the Lord © fhall 
I helpe the Lord to never a 
ſervant more by this dayes 


|.worke ? Believe it Friends, 


you'l never meet with abet- 
ter Maſter ; to be ſure, you'l 


never meet with ſo geoda | 
mafter,if you ſhould travel! | 


tothe utmoſt parts of the 


Earth. It's 


| ag4inft the evil ſervants cavil, 


199 | 


mere ens 


; 
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It's held (indeed) as a di/- 
conrtefiein the world, anda 
| peyntof diſhoneſty, ro wilh 
or procure away a ſervant 
from exe malter to ano: h2r. 
But I wiſh with al my heart, 
I could this day, procure 
ſome of the worlds, the De- 
vills or ſinn's (ſervants. to be- 
comethe true and faithfull 
ſervants of the molt high 
God. 

For »y part, T would be 
willing to venture the di{- 
'pleaſure of their 0/4 Mafrers. 

And you, for your part, I 
dare ſay, would be highly 
thankfuilunto me, for wiſh- 
ing you to ſuch a ſer- 
VICe. 

If I could perſwade any 
ſonle heare, to leave its eld 
drudeery,and to accept of the 
ſervice of God, thou wouldſt 
ſooae | 


_— 
m— 


— 
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— 


| advice, bleſſed be thox ; Forl 


—_— 


— 
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ſoone be ready to ſay, as 
David (aid to Abigail, Bleſſed 
be the Lord God of Iſrael 
which hath ſent thee this day 
to meete me; And bleſſed be thy 


was even wearying my ſelf 
ina way of vanity, I was 
ſerving the worſt maſter, and 
doing the worſt work in the 
world, I was about tore- 
ceive the wor ſc wages that 
ever poore creature recerv- 
ed: for the wages of ſin is death 
And therefore bleſſed, and 
for ever bleſſed, be that God 
that hath ſent forth a meſ- 
ſenger to ſtop me 1n that 
way, tolet meſee the vanity 
of that o/d ſervice, in which 
formerly I tooke ſo much de- 
light and to perſwade my 


againſt the evil ſervants cavil 


184.25, 


heart to delight in that new 


ſervice 


32+3 3» 


_— 


a. 


Gen, $127, 


amongſt them that have 


and much knowledge by the 


ſervice of the Lord, which 
formerly T jadged as vaine, 
and fruitleſſe. 

Well friends be perſwad- 
ed this day, (and the Lord 
perſwade you )to dwell in the 
tents of Shem, The Lord per- 
{wadeyou to acceptof his 
reaſonable ſervice, be not 
afraid of it, thereis all the 
reaſon in the world you 
ſhould ſerve him. Tis true, 
there are ſtrange reports 
that goe about of this ſer- 
VICe : Tis away that is every 
where ſpoken againſt, Goe 


much meexes of Anowledec, 


wernesr, and they ſpeake a- 
gainft it there, are any of the 
Rulers, of the ſcribes, and 
phariſees ſo forward in the 


ſervice of God. Go among(t 
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|. 


them M2 
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| againſt the evil ſervants cavil 


i them that afe tenorant, and 
[they ſpeake againftit there, 


as if it were the vileſt drud- 
ger) inthe world ; whereas, 
the Apoſtle ſayes, its perſe# 
freedome ; if the ſonne make 
you free, then are you free in- 
deed. Beleeve it, when you 
come to dy, you will have 
more comfort, by oze week 
ſpent in this ſervice, then in 
many years {pent in the ſer- 
vice of (inne, and Satan. 

Be perſwaded therefure 
to accept of the ſervice of 
God this day ; As he makes 
t Fraciow profer to enter- 
taine you, be content to 4c- 
cept of it with all thanketful- 
nelle, take Gods Feſting 
penny, receive his earneſt, 
ſubſcribe to the indentare: 
of his Covenant ; And then 


the watch is made betwixt 
_ God 


lll 


—o— 
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Plal.18. 
the title. 
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God and your ſoules,accor- 
ding to that remarkable 
Prophecy, Eſay, 44, 5. One 
ſhalt ſay, I amihe Lord, * and 
another ſhall call himſelfe by the 
name Of Tacob : and another 
ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand, 
onto the Lord and Surname 
himſelfe by the name of 1ſrael.. 
And this was - that - which 
David preferred above the 
Chieſe flower in his Crowne e- 


the Lord, rather thena Loyd 
of ſervants. Let this be the 
utmoſt ambition of each 
gracious ſoule, that it may 
ſay as he did, Pal. 116. 16. 
®: Lord, truly T am thy ſer- 
v int, 14am thy ſervant, and the 
ſonne, of thy handmayt; thou 


haſt looſed my bends. 


Toevery ſuch faichfull 


CC 


ſervant ;ſhall. that graciuus 
pro 
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ven to be call d the ſervant of 


_———— A 


— 


agar uſt theevil ſervants cavil. 


| promiſe of our great Lord, 
and Mafter, made good, Toh: 
12. 26 If any man ſerve me, let 


| 


there ſhall alſo my ſervant be : 
if any max ſerve me, him will 
my Father honour. 

T herefore to conclude,let 


the people. Now feare the 
L ord, and ſerve him in (inceri» 
ty,and intruth.] hope it /eewss 
not evill to any of you to ſerve 
God. #ut you will chooſe the 
Lord lor your maſt er. and each 


| 
| 


| him follow me, and where 1 am | 


me exhort you as Toſhxs did | 


one for timſeife, reſolve, 


ever orhers Ece) as for me, 
and my honſe, we will ſerve the 
Lord 


zoe hence.) what anſwer! 
ſhall I returne to him that 
ſent me ? fall I returne the! 
I ſame; 


and foy with him, (whatſo- 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
' 


U 


W hat ſay yee: (beforeT | 


EW 
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lame anſwer the people 
gave to Toſhna (the Lord 
perſwade your heartsto the 
ſame beight of reſolution) 
God forbid that we fhould for- 
| ſake the Lord, to ferve other 


1G ods. 


The Lord our Ged will we\l 
ſerve, and his wozce will we 


Obey. 


rpc pee 


—_ 
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The maine things 


contained in this fo]- 
lowing Treatiſe, 


T He Dedrjneis, | 
I. Propennded, 

2. Proved, 

2, Cleared. 


4. Applyed. 1 
1. The Do@rine is ROE 
| ated, 
| Viz. That Carnal hearts | 


12 doe! 


" þ-4 - 
> 


ee es 


| 
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The Table. 


do judge the true ſervice 
of God a vaine ſervice, 
Pap. s 


2. The Dc@Grine” 3 proved, 
1. By Scripture. 
2. By reaſon. 


| Dan which zs demonltrated, 
. By their w ilfull and total 

| vomiſlion of ſome knrowne! 
| autres. - 
2. By th:iir Ilighty perfor: 
mance of theſe duties they 
doe undertake. T3 
3. By their wearineſle ewen 
71 thoſe fliehty | perf! 0" 1148* 
ces, 17 
4.By 


1. That their judgement if | 


2 A.) 
2. Why they doe 1/0 jnage! 
(B.) 
(A.) ll 


[1. That their judgement # 


| 


| ll 


| 


——— 
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| The 1 able. 


4. By thoſe baſe thoughts 
they haybour of ſuch as 


ſerve God better ther 
themſelves, 20 
(B.) 


2. Why they doe ſo judge, as, 


ny I. Becanſs, they queſt ion 


whether there be an 

fuch God to ſerve, 

26 

;- 2- Becauſe it is in vaine 
to them, ?hey judge 
it to bee in waine 

to all ethers alſo, 

29 

3. Becauſe many great 
and learned mer are 

| not molt forward 
init; 35 

4. Becauſe God doth ſome- 
' times defer the pay- 
ment of his ſervants 
wages, 


7 3 3.The 


37 


'F 
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| 


| 
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The Table. 
3+ The Doctrine # cleared by| 


anſwering a maine Obje- 
Ction, 

Object. If carnal hearts doe 
judge Gods ſervice 4s vaine, 
why doe they then ſerve God 
at all? 39 

Anſ. There are two ſperial/ 
reaſons for it. 

1. They are forced axd haled 
thereto by Example, Cn- | 
ftome, Conſcience, power- | 
fall ordinances. Al 

2. They doe it to make ſure 

uncertainties, i» ſome | | 
ſtirrings of conſcience, 


4. The Doarine tagatied 
by way of, 

r. Information, for it ;»- 
formes #4, 

1. Fhy the Lord hith no 
more ſervants to wait 


upon him, To 
2. What 


—c_ ct... 
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i] 2. hab is the ground of ſo | 


wich lukewarmneſle, 
and indifferency in Gods 
ſervice, $O 
3. What is the ereund of ſo | 
much Apoltacy, and 
bath-ſliding from God. 


53 
2. Reproofe, 


r. ,Diretly to the wicked, 


;i1 


|| 


L.To thoſe who judge men 

fo be the worle for 

Gods ſervice. 57 

2. To thoſe who judge it 
Vaine. 58 

2. By conſequence, ts Gods 
wn people, © if zt bea 
ſinne in carnall hearts, 
much more # it ſo, in the 
people of God) 61 
Qaeſt. What doe God: people 
obj:&t againſt the ſervice 
of God, that (under tem Pp- 
tation) they think it vain * 

I 4 Anf. 
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The Table. | 


Anſ. Objections doe ariſe 
in their hearts, ſpringing. 

rt. From. themſclves 7» re- 

ſped of 

i* The non-apprehenſion of 
any good thit ever they 
got by the ſervice of God. 

62 | 

Anſw. To this Objection; 

1. Thy ſcrwvice may be profi- 

table to others, though 

not to thy ſelfe. 66 

2. God payes thee by way of 

exchange. 71 

3. Thou ſhelt be better fr 

it hereafter, thoueh 

not for the preſent. 


/ 

2. The indiſcernable Aiffe. 
rence that 3s in them 
ſelves, betweene their 
ſerving, and not ſer- 
ving of God :; they 
thrive as well, ec. 78 

Anſ. 
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The Table. 


Anf. To thzs *Objeftion, 
I. It 3s 4 ſad thing that a 
gracious heart ſhould 
tempt God, in this 
| manner, 80 
| 2. Tf there beno difference in 
thy outward man, yet 
| there is difference in thy 
|. ©  ſoule. 2r | 
| 2. Though ſometime there is 
n0 difference, yet at 0- 
ther times there #. 82 
4+ They are not ſuch ſpecial! 
mercies if they come nov 
in this way. 
2. Objetions doe ariſe in the 
hearts of Gods people, 
\ ſpringing from others; 
| 84,85 
' For ſuch as have no care to 
| ſerve God at all, fare as 
| well,(intheir apprehenſion ) 
| as thoſe that ſerve him \ 
| molt, and beſt of all. - 85 | 
| Anſf. | 


— 
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The Table. 


Anſw. ts this Objection. 
[. They fare not ſo well in their 
Soules, thowgh they fare 

a wel] in outward bleſ- 
fengs ? 6 
2. Thoſe outward bleſſings 
may be the fruit of other 
mew s ſervice , and not of 
their own. 86 
2. The proſperity of this life 
is 10h worthy the name of 
reward. 2g 
Obj. if Geds people way 
judge” the ſervice of God to 
be vaine, thewſay carnall 
men, we hope our conditi 
on i ot ſo bad, as we fea- 
red, though we alſo do judge 
the ſervice of God, «s 
__waine. 91,92 
| Anſ. To this Objection; #here 
i a wide difference b*- 
tweene the thoughts of tle | 
| godly, andof the wicked 
in 
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| 4+ Snchthoughts in the god» 
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The Table. 


in this reſpet ; 93 
For, 1. Sxch thoughts in the 
godly are injected by $4- 
tax,not ſerled ix the heart, 
as it is in the wicked. 94 
' 2. 8uch thoughts ix the God- 
ly are mot about the ſer- 
viceof God it ſelfe, but 
about their particu” 
lar ſervice of God. 95 
3- S«ch thoughts, beat them 
not off from bis ſervice, 45 
they doe thewicked. 95 


—— 


ly are followed with ſor- 
row aid repentance, but 
not in the wicked. 

3+ The Dottrine'ss avphredb by 
way of caution and ex- 
hortation. 

r. To the wicked, to warne 
them to take heed of this 
finne, of cenſuring Goas 


ſervice 4nd (ervants. 100 | 
2.To 
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4nd that it wy not prove 


"wh ny him, for whom wee | 


The Table. | 


2. To the people of God; 
to take heed how they | 
harbour ſuch hard 
thonghts, about the ſer- 
vice of God, or how 
they ſuddenly caſt a- 
way their confidence 

 inGod. 102 

3. Toallin Generall to ?:ke 
beed that as the ſervice of 
God i not vaine i it 
ſelfe,/s it waynot prove 
vaine#othem. 108 


vaine # ke theſe directions. 
I. Get into Covenant with 


worke, 4s wee exped 
acceptance, Reward.112 

2. Take heed of a {lighty 
ſpirit ,* 4nd of jmeane 
thoughts of the duties of 
Gods fervice. 119 

3. Be Faithfull in the per- 
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formance o frhis ſervice. 


| | 121 
This Faithfulnefſe . wuſt bee 
Shewed in five particular. 

I 22 

S Jceme in 


(Pofſros." © 
2} & Diligence..;' Jeexe” 7 
' ©, in'doingall Gods work, 


. 


TT 74 


By; panel might.1 24 


king Gods, edmmand the 
principle, Gods glory the 

end, of alfour worke. 

126 

4. In Beliefe ; ſcene in re- 
ſting upon Gods promiſe 
for aſſiſt ance , acceptaxce 
129 

5. 1n Perſeverance ; ſeexe in 
he-lding ont ts the end 


without wavering. 133 
He 


whiverſglity @f put |-- 
Dker- Hine: oy | 
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The T alite. 
Hee that doth thelerhings | 


hall never be remove 
His:labour ta the Lord ſhall 
not be in-vaine. 
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Errata. 


Age 40. for oneis read one is, page 

43. it doggs him read here it doggs 
him, page 57. judye ſo evill pur ont FA 
page 67. jn the 1. line put out way be p+ 
82.for, diuſc 7. diſuſe,vage 91.for, they 
made up as his Jewell were 8c. Read 
they were made up as his Jewels, &c. 
pa: 105» for,it thar read, it hath,pag. 105. 
blor our And, pag. 107. for affirme read 
attain.pag-11s5. for Eſay read Iaiah, pag- 
120, for, as honourable read as an ho- 
nourable, pag. 126. for Zealous God, 


| read Zealoxs for God, and pur out for in 


the next line, pag. 127. blot our, and, 
127. For difern read diſcern, 130. blot 
out as he ſaid, 137. for, & good 7. much 
good, 138. for yet, read yea, 145. for 
made good read, be made good. 
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